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General

During this trip I did not intend to cover Emei Shan completely. I happened to have a business trip to Chengdu, so I just spent the weekend on the mountain. In order to do this famous place justice, one probably have to stay 4-7 days. The best time to visit is in late April to early June, so the timing was not perfect and many birds had already finished breeding and were not that responsive. Having said that, I still managed to carve out some nice birds and got a feeling for what the place looked like for the next visits.

Highlights

To be honest I found the birding a little bit slow. I had decided to spend most of the weekend at the Golden Summit and look for parrotbills. As it turned out, it was very foggy and very, very crowded and I found very few trails and very little bamboo. Unfortunately all the hoped for parrotbills were nowhere to be seen. The only parrotbill I saw was Ashy-throated in the lowlands. Golden Bush-Robin, Rufous-breasted Accentors and a quartet of Chestnut-crowned, Grey-sided, Aberrant and Spotted Bush-Warblers were some of the hilights.

Itinerary

11 July

I left Beijing at 16.50 and arrived 19.30 at Chengdu airport. I did not have any ground transport arranged, so I just asked the Travel Service at the baggage claim area for advice on transportation. For 400 RMB I was offered a taxi that would take me to the prebooked Emei Shan Hotel. This was tha same amount that the hotel thought would be a market price for taxi transport, so I quickly settled a deal and went south. The distance to Emei Shan is about 150 km and 100 km of those are expressroad. Altogether the journey took less than two hours.

Checked in at Emei Shan Hotel and paid the negotiated price of 290 RMB per night. This hotel is above the normal “birding standard”, but I wanted to have something booked when arriving late in the evening. They offer a luggage service so you can leave things you do not want to bring up the mountain.

12 July

The first bus to the Golden Summit is not until 7.00 so I decided to get up at dawn (6.00) and have a brief look around Fuhu temple before then. Because it was cloudy dawn was even later and it barely got light when I went back to the bus station. I wanted to board the first available bus so made sure I was the first in line when they opened, i.e. 6.45. The bus took almost two hours. One has to stop at the entrance to the summit itself and pay an entrance fee of 80 RMB (valid for two days if you get your photo printed on the ticket, which was a process of a few minutes). The bus then continues to the highest carpark. From here I walked along the crowded trail to Jinyin Hall, from where I took the cabin-lift to the Golden Summit. It was all foggy with a visibility of some 30 meters. Saw some Rufous-breasted Accentors and Vinaceous Rosefinches and best of all a Spotted Bush-Warbler singing right in the open. 

I negotiated a reasonable deal (220 RMB) for a room at Jin Ding Hotel and started to try to find places with good bamboo around the top. No bamboo and no parrotbills, so I started to descend the trail back to Jinyin Hall. Went down from 3050 m to 2550 m along the stairs. Saw very few interesting birds, but the more of chinese people. It was drizzling and very foggy most of the time. Beding a little bit lazy I too the cabin-lift back upp again and continued my search for parrotbills without any success. The last birds of the day were splendid views of Chestnut-crowned Bush-Warbler and Grey-headed Bullfinch. 

Dinner at Jin Ding Hotel before going to bed early.

13 July

Dawn is at 6.00, so I set the alarm for 5.45, but was waken up by someone banging on the door at 5.00, probably assuming that everyone wanted to prepare for the magnificent sunrise over the clouds. As is so often the case on Emei, the sun was nowhere to be seen as again the summit was all clouded.

I birded for 1.5 hours around the summit, but search in vain for parrotbills. Decided to walk downhill to Jieyin Hall which took me another 1.5 hours. No too many birds, but had good views of a Grey-sided Bush-Warbler that came like a bullet to my tape. From Jieyin Hall I birded in the fog down along the road, which at least had the advantage of being free from people. Arrived at the carpark at 10.00 and took the bus to Wannian, from where I boarded the cabin-car that went up to 1100 m. The cicadas were absolutely dreadful and I could hardly hear myself thinking. A Ferruginous Flycatcher was good compensation. Walked along the trail in the direction of the Golden Summit, but found very few birds in the middle of the day. Red-billed Leiothrix was almost a lifer since my first in Hawaii some ages ago.

At 13.00 I returned with the cabin-car and after some waiting (that involved seeing Hwamei, also a Hawaii rendez-vous) boarded the bus back to Buogao. Walked straight to Hongzhushan Hotel and saw some Collared Finchbills, but no parrotbills. As the last option I walked up the valley towards Fuhu Temple. In the secondary vegetation I at last found a good flock of Ashy-throated Parrotbills, a White-browed Laughingthrush, a Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babbler. Then spent another hour further up the valley, before walking back to Emei Shan Hotel. Picked up my luggage and arranged a taxi to take me back to Chengdu (350 RMB incl road-tolls), where I enjoyed the comfort of downtown Sheraton Hotel. From then on it was a pure biz trip…

Weather

The first day was rather misty and often with light rain all through the day. The second day was better, even if the fog and clouds were still around most of the morning when I stayed at the summit. According to other reports, I believe I was quite lucky having as little rain as I had.

Logistics

Flying to Chengdu from Beijing is very convenient with many direct flights every day. The cost is about 2000 RMB. Once at Emei, there are a good variety of hotels and other place to stay. I did not survey the market as I had a prebooked hotel. 

There is an entrance fee of 80 RMB for the mountain. Cabin-cars cost 30-40 RMB one way. The bus from Buogao to the summit is 30 RMB one way.
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Birds

Black-crowned Night-Heron 5 near Chengdu.

Large Hawk-Cuckoo 1 heard near the summit.

Lesser Cuckoo 3-4 heard and one seen around the summit.

Himalayan Swiftlet ssp inopina (innominata) 3 at the summit and few near Wannian.

Red-rumped Swallow common at lower altitudes.

White Wagtail 2 at Baugou.

Grey Wagtail 1 at Baugou.

Olive-backed Pipit 4 at the summit.

Collared Finchbill 10+ at Hongzhushan Hotel and in the valley up to Fuhu.

Black Bulbul 2 of the white-headed form at Hongzhushan Hotel.

Winter Wren 2 heard near the summit.

Rufous-breasted Accentor common at the summit and down to Jieyin Hall.

Chestnut-crowned Bush-Warbler 4 at the summit.

Aberrant Bush-Warbler common at higher altitudes.

Grey-sided Bush-Warbler 1 heard and seen well at 2900 m along the trail between Golden Summit and Jieyin Hall.

Spotted Bush-Warbler 4 at the summit.

Tickell’s Leaf-Warbler 3 at the summit.

Buff-barred Warbler 10 around the summit.

Pale-rumped Warbler 20+, mainly around the summit.

Greenish Warbler common, mainly at higher altitudes.

Large-billed Leaf-Warbler common between 2500-2800 m.

Blyth’s Leaf-Warbler 10+ manily at higher altitudes.

White-tailed Leaf-Warbler common at higher altitudes.

Bianchi’s Warbler 10+ around the summit.

Seisercus sp 1 at the summit

Seisercus sp 3 around Wannian.

Brown-breasted Flycatcher 2 juv at Hongzhushan Hotel and 1 juvenile at the valley below Fuhu Temple.

Ferruginous Flycatcher 1 at Wannian Temple.

Rufous-gorgetted Flycatcher 3 around the summit.

Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher 1 family party at Wannian Temple.

Golden Bush-Robin 5-7 around the summit. Did not vocalize but came in to pishing and playback.

Oriental Magpie-Robin 1 at Emei Shan Hotel.

Redstart sp 1 juvenile at the summit.

White-bellied Redstart 3 near Jinyin Hall.

Slaty-backed Forktail 1 below Fuhu Temple.

Hwamei 1 pair at the Wannian carpark and 1 at the valley below Fuhu Temple.

White-browed Laughingthrush 1 at the valley below Fuhu Temple.

Elliot’s Laughingthrush 20+ around the summit.

Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babbler 1-2 at the valley below Fuhu Temple.

Rufous-capped Babbler 2 near the summit, 1 above Wannian Temple and 2 at the valley below Fuhu Temple.

Red-billed Leiothrix 1 pair above Wannian Temple.

Streak-throated Fulvetta 5 between Jinyin Hall and the summit.

Dusky Fulvetta 1 pair above Wannian Temple.

White-collared Yuhina fairly common, mostly at higher altitudes.

Ashy-throated Parrotbill one flock of 15+ birds at the valley below Fuhu Temple.

Coal Tit 2 at the summit.

Rufous-vented Tit 10 at the summit.

Grey-crested Tit 4 at the summit.

Great Tit 3 below Fuhu Temple.

Green-backed Tit 2 at Wannian Temple.

Eurasian Treecreeper 1 at the summit, carefully checked it was not C tianquanensis.

Gould’s Sunbird 1 male near Jinyin Hall.

Japanese Whiteeye 10+ mostly at lower altitudes. Some individuals had very faint orangy flanks.

Long-tailed Shrike common on the plains around Chengdu.

Hair-crested Drongo 5 at the valley below Fuhu Temple and 2 at Wannian.

Large-billed Crow singles around the summit.

Tree Sparrow common around Chengdu.

Rosefinch sp 2-3 females at the summit.

Vinaceous Rosefinch 20+ around the summit.

Grey-headed Bullfinch 3 at the summit and 1 male near Jinyin Hall.
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