Japan

frompal mtrees to pack-ice

a report froma trip to Japan in February/March 2002

Bj 6rn Anderson & Lars Davner




I nt roducti on

This is a report, witten by Bj6rn Anderson, froma two weeks birding trip to
Japan in late February and early March 2002

H ghlights froma birding perspective were

* 70 Steller’s Sea-Eagles sitting on the ice at Furen-ko

unforgettabl e sight of dancing Japanese Cranes in the snow

11 species of alcids and 9 of those from Nosappu M saki in cal msunny weat her
ith pack-ice in the background

a splendid mal e Copper Pheasant at Naka- Karui zawa

Fal cat ed Ducks and Bai kal Teal s near GOsaka

8500 cranes of six species at Arasak

cl ose-up views of Japanese Murrel ets at Kadogawa, Kyushu

adult summer plumage Saunders’s Gull at Funabashi, Tokyo

duetting and day-roosting pairs of Blakiston"s Fish-OMs in Hokkai do

the flocks of Japanese Waxwi ngs and Pallas”s Rosefinches at Naka- Karui zawa

t he al batrosses, shearwaters, skuas and alcids fromthe ferry between Hokkai do
and Qar ai

*

*
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Fol  owi ng sites/areas were visited:

Honshu: Csaka — Kyoto — Kiso River
Naka- Kar ui zawa
Tokyo with Yoyogi Park, Yatsu Higata and Funabash
QOrmi gawa ( Tonegawa)
Kyushu: Ar asaki
Yat sushiro nmudfl ats
Kadogawa har bour
Hokkai do: Nenuro Peninsula with Lake Furen, Nosappu M saki, Cchiishi M saki and
Kiritappu
Area north of Kushiro with Setsurigawa, Tanch-no-Sato, etc

Itinerary

Feb 20
Left Stockholmvith KLM flight via Arsterdamto Osaka Kansai internationa
airport, where we arrived the follow ng norning.

Feb 21

Upon arrival at Osaka at 9.00 we were net by the local birder Koji Tagi, who
swiftly put us in his car and drove north through Osaka. Started birdi ng around
lunch-tinme at a site near Kawanishi City looking for Solitary Snipe, which
unfortunately was not at honme. Birded a few sites north of Osaka, the best being
a small lake at lkejiri at Kaneoka City where we saw our first Fal cated Ducks.
The day ended at Mount Myoken for sone forest birds. N ght at |baraki Central
Hotel in Osaka.

Feb 22

Early start for the 2.5 hours drive to Kawashinma Bridge at Kiso River in order
to look for the Scal y-si ded Merganser that had been present for nore than a
week. Spent several hours searching for the bird and then | earned that it had
not been seen for the last three days. W saw some ot her good birds though, |ike
Grey- headed Lapwi ng, Long-billed Plover and Chi nese Banboo-Partridge, the latter
i ntroduced though. After sone scrubland birding we drove towards Nagoya and

| ooked for Baikal Teals at Tatsuta Bridge at Kiso R ver. Anong the |arge flocks
of ducks we quickly | ocated good nunbers of the teal. From here we drove past

Ki sen Dam wi t hout seeing the hoped for Crested Kingfisher. W were better off



with the big flocks of corvids near Ogura, near Kyoto, where we found several
Dauri an Jackdaws including a couple of adult "pied" birds. W hurried back to
Gsaka in order to take the linousine bus to the airport for our flight to
Kyushu.

At the airport we found out that we had gone to the wong airport. |Instead of
Kansai international airport we were booked fromthe Gsaka airport. Realizing
within seconds that at |least half a day of birding in Kyushu woul d be spoil ed,
but recovered quickly and sorted out new tickets and hotel near the airport in
order to take the norning flight to Kagoshina instead. Luckily we got a heavily
di scounted fare, which was al so conpensated cost-w se by one day |less with the
rental car in Kyushu.

Feb 23

We took the first norning flight from Osaka/ Kansai international airport to
Kagoshi ma (8.35-9.55). After a swift pickup of the rental car we were on our way
towar ds Arasaki. The drive was less than two hours and with a few brief birding
stops and a quick lunch we arrived at Arasaki at 13.00. It took us sone initial
navi gation efforts before we found out where the crane feeding areas were

| ocated. Sone japanese birdwatchers provided us with gui dance to a feeding site
for the Siberian Wite Crane, which was an easy target. Spent all of the

aft ernoon wat chi ng cranes and ot her open area birds, such as Bl ack-faced
Spoonbi Il and G een Pheasant, on both sides of the river. W also did a detour
to a coastal site near |zum, which did not produce the hoped for Pallas” s Reed
Bunting. Before dusk we saw ourselves at the crane observatory where the cranes
were fed. Night at the pre-booked m nshuku in the building next to the
observatory (and cranes). W had a delicious Japanese dinner, a traditional bath
at the onsen (hot springs) nearby and then fell asleep on the tatam carpets
with the cranes noise in the background and a | arge whi sky down our throats.
This was birding at its best!

Feb 24

Up at dawn and started with the cranes at Hi gashi Kantaki which is situated on
the other side of the river conpared to the minshuku. W saw all six species of
cranes fromthe sanme spot. After having spent nuch of the late norning at the
pool s, reed-beds and fields near the crane observatory and found the targets

Chi nese Penduline-Tit and Chestnut-eared Bunting. Around nidday we followed the
Takaono river upstream south fromRoute 3 in search of Crested Kingfisher but
with no luck. We also tried to access another river along Route 328 but with the
sanme poor result. Instead, we turned north to Yatsushiro in search of Saunders’s
Qulls at Mnanm river nouth. Arrived the nudflats at 14.30 and spent about an
hour watching gulls while the tide came in. W found at |east four Saunders’s in
i mmature plumage and two adult breeding plumage G eat Bl ack-headed Gulls as well
as a couple of “Heuglin s” Qulls.

The | ate afternoon and early evening was spent driving across Kyushu to the east
coast. It took us about 3 hours between Yatsushiro and Kadogawa, with a quick
stop at river Oya where we were very fortunate to find both Brown Di pper and
Crested Kingfisher before sunset.

We arrived at Kadogawa in the evening and scouted the area for next nornings
search for murrelets. Later we checked in at the Onsen with the full setup of

di nner, tatanmi carpets and a hot bath.

Feb 25

Left the Onsen long before sunrise in order to position ourselves at the
harbour. W did not have to wait |ong before a Japanese Mirrelet flew in and
started to feed just next to us. As we were uncertain about the driving tinme to
M yazaki airport, we |left Kadogawa already at 7.30. As it turned out we had
plenty of time for the driving south along the coast. Caught the flight from

M yazaki at 11.30 and arrived Tokyo Haneda at 13.00 and took another flight
north to Kushiro on Hokkai do where we | anded at 16.35. This transfer was quite a
change as we basically left the palmtrees on Kyushu and saw a snow- cover ed

| andscape on Hokkai do. After a quick process at the car rental office we were



soon headi ng east through Kushiro towards Nermuro Peninsula. It took us about two
hours fromthe airport to Hattaushi Bridge at KM 100(which is the official spot
to look for Blaksiton"s Fish-OM). W spent sone tinme | ooking and |istening for
the ow s but eventually gave up and continued to the m nshuku at Lake Furen
where we were wel coned by M Mat suo.

Feb 26

Started at Hattaushi Bridge with an excellent predawn duetting pair of

Bl aki ston”s Fish-OMs as well as an Ural OM. Dawn then saw us at the edge of
Lake Furen where small nunbers of both Sea-Eagles were roosting in the | akeside
trees. The weat her was clear, calmand cold, about -15 C as we wal ked out on the
snow covered | ake. Adult Steller’s Sea-Eagles performed brilliantly, both
perching and flying over as well as sitting on the ice. After this eagle fiesta
we returned to the m nshuku for a delicious breakfast before continuing east
towards the tip of Nemuro Peninsula, i.e. Nosappu Msaki. This proved to be

anot her highlight of the trip; conpletely cal m sunshine, masses of sea-ice that
drifted past and created an about 1 km w de area of open water, which held | oads
of interesting species. Nunerous Black and Wite-w nged Scoters, Harlequin and
Long-tailed Ducks, a Yellowbilled Loon and nost fantastic 7 species of alcids!
Havi ng enj oyed this spectacul ar sight, we headed back west along the south side
of the peninsula and soon reached Cchiishi Msaki. This is another small

peni nsul a pointing to the south with a Iighthouse at the tip, requiring a short
wal k through a patch of forest. There was no sea-ice on this side and far fewer
birds here, although a few Red-faced Cornorants were seen well. W al so stopped
twice at the earthy slope next to the harbour trying to find Rosy-Finches, but

wi th no success.

Later in the afternoon we tried to find a couple of farns that hosted single

Wi ntering Red-crowned Cranes. |In spite of comrunication problens we found the
farns and got the infornmation that yes, indeed they had the cranes in their
backyard, but it was totally inpossible to relay a nessage that we wanted to see
the birds. W eventually gave up and went to Hattaushi Bridge for another go at
the Fish-OM s where we were again rewarded with close by duetting, but alas no
bi rds seen.

Whad a splendid dinner at the mnshuku and later in the evening we went back to
the ow -site for another try, unfortunately with the sane result again.
Frustratingly we found fresh tracks in the snow just below the bridge clearly
showi ng that the owW had been fishing there earlier in the evening at about the
sane tine as we had dinner! Finally gave up and returned to the m nshuku very
satisfied with an all in all truly magic birding day.

Feb 27

W woke up with typical Hokkaido spring weather; fog! Apparently a warm front
had moved north and the visibility was down to 50 m not nuch to hope for when
it cones to alcids. W spent half an hour wal ki ng al ong the shoreline just north
of the minshuku, but soon decided to try the southern side of Nenuro Peninsul a
and give the place for Rosy-Finches at Ochiishi a new chance. The fog was about
the sane and no finches were at honme anyway. Returned for breakfast and soon
after we were taken to a site where we had crippling views of a pair of day-
roosting Blakiston"s Fish-OM s, which was a real treat. Significantly |arger
but snall -headed, than an Eagle OM they sat like big sacks in the |eaf-Iess
trees.

Havi ng received new information on a site for Rosy-Finches at Kiritappu, we
headed west in the on-and-off fog. W soon found a snall flock of finches at a
feeding station and then went to Kiritappu Msaki only to find that we could
hardly see the water fromthe cliffs due to the dense fog. Instead of waiting
for the fog to clear up, we took a chance that Nosappu M saki could be better
As it turned out it was sunny and clear as we passed Lake Furen, so we wal ked
out on the ice and saw an anmazi ng nunber of 70 Steller”s and 70 Wiite-tailed
Sea- Eagl es sitting on the ice! Continuing our way east, the fog canme back, but
as soon as we arrived at Nosappu it took only a few minutes before the fog
cleared again. In the clear afternoon |ight we then had another splendid tine



wat ching alcids (Tufted Puffin and Parakeet Auklet were a little unexpected),
gul I s and sea- ducks.

Satisfied with yet another good birding day, we returned to the m nshuku and had
our |ast dinner on Hokkai do.

Feb 28

W had a very early departure in order to reach the roosting site for Red-
crowned Cranes at Setsurigawa north of Kushiro at dawn. No problemto drive that
di stance in the dark in 2.5 hours. The fog was still nmuch in evidence and it was
a wonderful experience to see these huge cranes wal king in the shallow river
Toget her wi th 50+ Japanese phot ographers, out of which none had bins, we watched
the cranes for sone tine before we started to search for Solitary Snipes in
smal | streams wherever we could find any. Later in the norning we went to the
first out of three feeding areas for the cranes. At Watanabe we saw good nunbers
dancing in fog. At the second place, Tsuruinura, we found only snmall nunbers so
we drove to the reportedly best place, Tancho-no-Sato. Lucky we were! As the sun
broke out we had truly fantastic views of the cranes dancing in full sunshine.
This is certainly an experience not to be mssed on any winter trip to Japan
Satisfied with this we restarted our search for Solitary Snipe, but alas with
the sane result as earlier. W eventually gave up and returned to Kushiro and
had | unch before dropping off the rental car near the train station

W then initiated our rail passes and at 16.15 we boarded the train to
Tomakonai , which we after one change arrived at 20.15. W were kindly offered a
lift with a Japanese busi nessman who dropped us off at the ferry termnal in
Tomakonai . Spent quite some tine waiting to board the ferry, but finally got on
board and departed at 23.45. Had a bath in the onsen aboard and went straight to
bed in order to be prepared for a | ong cold day wat chi ng pel agi cs.

March 1

Up well before dawn and found that it was still foggy! Fortunately it cleared
just at dawn and the rest of the day was all sunny (which is a problemas you
are going south and want to | ook ahead of the boat). Spent the entire day on
deck wat chi ng seabirds, except for a 15 minutes |unch break. Saw good nunbers of
birds nost of the tine apart froma three hours (!) dead period in the
afternoon, before activity picked up again. Many white-sided dol phins and sea-
lions were seen. Anpbng all the Laysan Al batrosses there was also a | arge dark
one, but it slipped away in too poor light.

At 19.00 we arrived Qarai and joined the other passengers on a bus that we had
no i dea where it was going. Finally realizing that we had arrived at Mtu, which
was in fact a good nove, we checked into a hotel near the train station. Had a
ni ce dinner before falling to sleep

March 2

Alittle bit of alie-in before we took the train to Tokyo and changed to a

shi nkansen train to Karuizawa. Arriving there in nmid-nmorning we then took a
smaller train to the next village Naka-Karui zawa whi ch woul d be our home town
for a couple of days, or at least until we had found a Copper Pheasant.

CGot a taxi fromthe station to Ariake Lodge (a mi nshuku-type acconmpdati on)
about 3 minutes drive away. W found no one at home so we just dropped our bags
and went out birding in the forest opposite Hoshino Onsen about 10 m nutes wal k
fromthe Lodge. Before going into the forest we stopped at Hoshino Onsen and
talked to the nature guides that provided us with some very useful recent
updates on birds. In the forest we found a snall flock of stunning Pallas’s
Rosefinches, called in a pair of Japanese G een Wodpeckers and started the
search for Copper Pheasant. After nmidday we returned to the Lodge, but still no
one at hone so we decided to take a taxi to sone rice-fields south of Naka-
Karui zawa to l ook for Solitary Snipe. Found only dry rice-fields, but a I|ocal
farmer understood our nission and kindly drove us further south to a larger area
of rice-fields. Habitat | ooked good, but no snipes in sight. Late afternoon we
gave up and tried to hitchhi ke back to Naka-Karui zawa. Hitchhiking is easier
said than done, as it seenmed that no one understood what we wanted even when we



sai d “Naka- Karui zawa” and pointed to ourselves and in the wanted direction. \Wo
said communication is easy? At last, a young lady with two kids in her m nivan
stopped and took us all the way to the Lodge, puh

Still sonme light after we had checked in so we wal ked up to Hoshino Onsen and
asked for sone nore precise gen on Japanese Waxwi ng and | earned that sonme had
been seen at sone nistle-toes not far away. A quick rush and there they were,
the third and nost difficult of the waxwi ngs. We celebrated with a dinner at a
restaurant before buying sone whi sky and beer in the mni-nmarket.

March 3

W woke up early for a day devoted to Copper Pheasant. Dawn saw us wal ki ng
slowy the forest trails opposite Hoshino Onsen. Despite covering al nost the
entire area where pheasants usually are seen we draw a bl ank and at |unchtine we
retreated for refuelling. Decided to check the area from anot her direction and

| ook for waxwi ngs along the way. W were caught by surprise when we heard
something large noving in the leaf litter; a splendid male Copper Pheasant was
feeding just across a small gully and provided | engthy scope and video views
before it eventually made its way to the top of the hill and di sappeared.

Very pleased with this nuch-desired endemic we spent the last part of the
afternoon by checking the areas of mistle-toes for nore waxw ngs, although

wi t hout finding any.

Stayed anot her night at Ariake Lodge, but decided to | eave next norning in order
to do sone birding in the Tokyo area.

March 4

Sonmewhat adventurous we took one of the first trains from Karuizawa to Ueno
Station in Tokyo in order to hit the rush-hour traffic just to find out if al
the runours about crammed trains were true or not. At Ueno station we left our

| uggage in | ockers, which turned out to be a good nove as we were not al one
going on the circular line to Harajuku station. Harajuku is the station that is
nearest to Yoyogi Park, which is a reliable site for Mandarin Ducks. These were
easily found at the northern pool and after sone skulking in the undergrowth we
found two Grey Buntings, which was another target species. Though we failed to
find any Brown Thrush anongst all the Pale Thrushes. Left Yoyogi Park at 14.30
and went by train to Narita where we checked in at a hotel next to the station

March 5

In the early norning we searched the park at Naritasan for Brown Thrush, but
again without success. At 8.00 we were picked up by a local birder we had nmet in
Hokkai do (thanks for a terrific day, Bob!) that took us to Omi gawa al ong the
Tone river. This is one of the best sites for Japanese Reed Buntings in the

wi nter and soon we had good scope views of sone singing males, whilst we draw a
bl ank on Japanese Marsh Warbler (reportedly very difficult, if not singing).

Next was Yatsu Higata for shorebirds and we found two Long-billed Dow tchers

bef ore noving on to nearby Funabashi. Funabashi is a reclaimed Iand in the Tokyo
Bay, conpletely surrounded by industries and roads apart from extensive

mudfl ats. The area was absolutely boiling with shorebirds and ducks. Probably
nore Greater Scaups (10.000++) than | had ever seen in total in 30 years of
birding. The target bird for this site was the Oystercatcher of which we found
as many as 54. These are of the formosculans which is conpletely allopatric
with the other forns. Late afternoon we took the train back to the hotel in
Narita.

March 6

Qur last chance for birding was a couple of hours at Naritasan for a |ast chance
on Brown Thrush. The only real rain on the trip did not increase the hopes, but
suddenly we found one feeding in the open in front of us. Happily we returned to
the hotel and then took the train to the airport in good time for our flight
back to Amsterdam and Stockholmvia an easterly route that brought us just over
the North Pol e.



Ceneral conments

Two nmyt hs about Japan coul d be el i m nated:

1) “It is too expensive to visit Japan”. Not really, prices were about as in
Sweden and as can be seen in this report it is possible to find cheap
donestic air-tickets, train pass, etc.

2) “It is inmpossible to travel independently in Japan due to |anguage
barriers”. No, even though you cannot communicate, it is by no neans
i mpossible with two good maps, one in Japanese and one in English so you
can conpare, and a phrasebook. The last is invaluable as the | anguage is
very phonetical and you can easily read the phrases w thout know ng
speci fic words.

Some tips and tricks:

1) As soon as you find sonmeone that speaks a little bit of English (not that
it is easy), take the chance and get the person to wite directions,
guestions, etc in Japanese on paper so that you can show it to people
al ong the way.

2) Credit cards are not used as widely as in Europe/ NoAm so bring plenty of
cash.

Acconmodat i on
Fol | owi ng acconmodat i ons were used:

| baraki Central Hotel, ph +81-726-24-1600, JPY 13335/double

M nshuku Tsurumi -tei, ph +81-9968-3-3944, JPY 7000. It is strongly recomrended
to stay at this mnshuku as you will have thousands of cranes within 50 m from
your tamani-covered sleeping floor, which is an once-in-a-lifetime experience.
It is also very likely that other birders will stay there for information
exchange.

Onsen in Kadogawa, easily found on the obvious hill just above the harbour (see
map). It is priceworthy at JPY 6000/ doubl e and has an excellent onsen and a
restaurant in the sane building as well as putting you in pole position for the
nurrel ets.

Nat ure-1nn Lodge Furen, ph/fax 81-1532-5-3919, mail: [mtsuo-t@lum plala.or.]p}
The owner, M Takeyoshi Mtsuo, is a birder and speaks English as well as having
an up to date knowl edge about the local birding sites. In addition, the food
served is brilliant! JPY 6200/ person incl breakfast/dinner.

Ari ake Lodge, Naka- Karui zawa, ph +81-267-45-3096. JPY xxxx incl breakfast. Good
place to stay as it is within walking distance (10 min) fromthe best forest.

Car rental

W pre-booked cars from Sweden at two places, i.e. Kyushu and Hokkai do. Even

t hough we booked through Hertz, it is Toyota Car Rental that will serve you as
they collaborate. W found it necessary to have cars at both places. Driving is
easy as traffic is slow Even if you are used to cover 100 knfh in your hone-
country, do not count on nore than 30-50 knmih on average. When | ooking at a map
i n advance you nmay do the nistake to believe that there is countryside in
between the villages. Wong, especially in Kyushu where every flat area is
popul ated wi th peopl e, houses, cars and traffic-1lights.

Cost for rental cars were JPY 30000 for two days in Kyushu incl a drop-off
charge at another site and JPY 23000 for three days in Hokkai do.

One thing to consider is that toll-roads can be very expensive, especially
around GCsaka and Tokyo. It is not unusual to pay several thousand JPY over a
coupl e of birding days.
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Petrol is priced roughly as in Sweden at about 0,8 USD/litre.
Trai n pass

Pl an your travelling so that you will utilize trains for periods of roughly 7 or
14 days as you can purchase a Japan Rail Pass before entering Japan. Cost for 7
days is JPY 28300. It is well worth it as it seens expensive to buy separate
tickets and not uninportantly you do not get the hazzle to buy tickets fromnon-
engl i sh-speaking ticket-counters. Mre information at pww.japanrail.con} where
you can find prices, tinme-schedules, rail pass info, etc.

Domestic flights

We booked a kind of flight pass in Sweden with ANA. It turned out to be a very
cost-efficent way of travelling at a cost of just above USD 100 per hop. More
info on this opportunity at pw.Svc.ana.co.|p

Ferry

A nmust for a keen pelagic birder! Since 2001 it is no |onger possible to go with
the ferry between Tokyo and Kushiro. The choice therefore is to go between
Tomakonmai (south of Sapporo) and Oarai (northeast of Tokyo). We first found it a
little bit difficult to get information, but eventually succeeded in booking in
basic english at the follow ng address: |keisuke.arita@mil.npl.co.jp| . Cost is
JPY 6400/ person one way for conmon tatam style accomodation or ca JPY 8000 for
upgrading to beds in a cabin. It is not necessary to book in Feb/March, but we
found it snmooth to do anyway. You need to be at the ferry ternminal 1.5 hours in
advance. Taxi from Tomakorai train station to terminal is 15 min. Mke sure that
you go to the termnal for the Carai ferry as there seens to be other options as
well. The ferries from Tomakonai currently run at 09.45 and 23. 45, except
Sundays and Mondays. Wi ch one to take is dependant on what birds you want to
focus. The norning ferry gives daylight at the northern part and thus nore
alcids, while the evening ferry is the other way around and gives you nore
opportunities on shearwaters and potentially Short-tailed Al batross. Providing
that you have been lucky with the ice-situation and spent enough tinme watching
al cids in Hokkaido, | recommend the evening ferry. It arrives Carai at 19.00
next day. W followed the small stream of people to a bus that took us to Mtu,
which is a good place to continue by train to Tokyo.

Site information

It is strongly recomrended to bring the book “A Birdwatcher CGuide to Japan” by
Mark Brazil. Even if it is witten sone years ago, it is essentially still very
much valid and has |ots of useful information.

Bel ow are sonme maps of sonme of the nmore interesting areas that we visited. These
maps are schematic and not al ways to scale.

Ar asaki


http://www.japanrail.com/
http://www.svd.ana.co.jp/
mailto:keisuke.arita@mail.mol.co.jp
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Kadogawa

Kadogawa in eastern Kyushu is probably the best place to find Japanese Mirrel et
unl ess you are visiting Mjakijima. It is a 4-(5) hour drive from Arasaki or 2
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hours from M yazaki. Mrre info on Murrelets can be found at the web run by Japan
Al cid Society: http://ww?2. gol.com users/kojiono/English.
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Furen-ko (Lake Furen)

The epicentrumfor a winter birding trip to Hokkai do with | arge nunbers of Sea-
Eagl es. The eagles roost in the forests or edge of the | ake and at dawn they fly
out on the ice to feed on the scrap fish that the fishernen throw away. At

m dday they (i.e. the eagles) can be seen sitting on the ice and later in the
afternoon they return to the roosting places. Both a dawn and a midday visit are
strongly recomended. In the forest edge we also saw the |l ocal forns of
Bul I finch and Marsh Tit.

Look and listen for Blakiston”s Fish-OM and Ural OM at Hattaushi Bridge. The
Fish-OM s can sonetines be seen flying over the bridge and can be easily heard
duetting, especially at dusk and dawn. Note that it can be freezing cold to wait
for sonething to happen!
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During our visit it was by far the best place for alcids with a total of nine
species out of the 22 in the world! This may have been because the sea-ice was
creating a 1 kmwi de strip of ice-free water, which held many ducks, gulls and
alcids. Beware that fog seens to be a frequent phenonenon in the spring so it is
worth having a spare day in your back-pocket. Earlier in the winter you could

al so be snowed in.

Cchi i shi

Red- faced Cornorant were seen just below the |ighthouse, apparently a good site
for this species.

Rosy- Finches are reportedly nornally seen in the steep slope just east of the
har bour (inmedi ately east of the tunnel along the road that runs along the
water). Wt failed to find any RRF in spite of two visits.

Kiritappu

Just before reaching the top of the peninsula, there is a road to the right with
a smal|l one-storey house with a green roof. The owner is apparently a

bi rdwat cher and feeds e.g. Asian Rosy-Finches.

Naka- Kar ui zawa

Easy to get to from Tokyo wi th Shinkansen to Karuizawa and then |l ocal train one
station to Naka-Karui zawa. Wal k or take taxi fromtrain station to Ariake Lodge
and then do the area by foot. The forest opposite Hoshino Onsen seens best for
Copper Pheasant and Pallas”s Rosefinches. W failed to find Japanese Accentor
but earlier in the winter it had been seen around the bridge near Hoshi no Onsen
Check any area with nistle-toes for waxwi ngs as they feed on the small white
berries. For any birds, do check with the nature guides at Hoshi no Onsen as they
have good know edge of the area.
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This is one of the npst easily accessed sites for Mandarin Duck. The best place
is the pool at the northern edge of the park. It also seens fairly reliable for
Grey Buntings in the winter. W found two femal es skul ki ng on the ground j ust
inside the fence at the north end of the fenced-in area and other birders have
seen it here too.

Ori gawa
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Funabashi

This site is nmost famous for its huge nunber of wintering Greater Scaups and
shorebirds as well as being a reliable site for the oscul ans form of
Oystercatcher. Sone birds here like the Saunders”s Gulls conmute between here
and Yatsu H gata. Park along the road near the Recreational Park and wal k to the
shoreline and it should be obvious how to access the piers. This is probably not
that easily visited without a car/taxi.
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The tenple park is worthwhile visiting if not for the typical Japanese style
tenple architecture, bonsai trees and flowering plum & cherry trees. As npst
European flights leave late morning, it is conveniently visited during a couple
of hours in the norning. Wth train it then takes only 10 minutes to the
airport.
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Usef ul websites and e-mmil addresses

E-mail to nyself: |pjorn.anderson@rivat.utfors. se|
Link to ny photos fromthis trip: http://hemfyristorg.com nonne

Koji Tagi, local bird-guide in Osaka. [Bl uebonnet0712@ol.com He picked us up at
the airport and took us around in his car for two days.

General travel |inks:
ttp://ww. budgettravel .conijapntran. htnj

http://ww.jnto.go.jp/english/index.htn
ttp://dnoz. or g/ Regi onal / Asi a/ Japan/ Travel and Touri sni |
ttp://ww.jatn. cont|

http://svc. ana. co.jp/eng/flights/index.htn|
ttp://ww.|apanrall.conf|

Stained dass at Chino is a mnshuku that has lots of feeders for birds and
sonet i nes Copper Pheasants:
htt p://shinshu. online.co.jp/resort/tateshi nat okyu/ stai nedgl ass/ english. htnm

Bird links, etc related to Japan:
ttp://ww. bsc-eoc.org/links/I asi jp.htnl
ttp://ww. ntcs. |l e.ac. uk/~terjan/birds. htm
ttp://ww.winder ground. com cgl - bi n/ i ndweat her/ get For ecast ?quer y=kagoshi ng|
(Weat her forecasts)

http://ww.tides.info/|(tidal water forecasts)
ttp://ww. birrding.freeserve. co. uk/| (bird sound recordings)
ttp://ww. birdtours. co.uk/| (trip reports)

Mammal | i st

Japanese Squirrel (Sciurus lis) — 1 at Naka-Karui zawa.

Red Fox (Vul pes vul pes) — 1 near Lake Furen.

Steller”s Sea-Lion (Eunetopias jubatus) — very common fromthe ferry between
Tormakonmai and Qarai .

Seal sp — several around Nenuro peninsul a.

Si ka deer (Cervus N ppon) — A few at Cchiishi.


mailto:bjorn.anderson@privat.utfors.se
mailto:Bluebonnet0712@aol.com
http://www.budgettravel.com/japntran.htm
http://www.jnto.go.jp/english/index.html
http://dmoz.org/Regional/Asia/Japan/Travel_and_Tourism/
http://www.jatn.com/
http://svc.ana.co.jp/eng/flights/index.html
http://www.japanrail.com/
http://shinshu.online.co.jp/resort/tateshinatokyu/stainedglass/english.htm
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/links/l_asi_jp.html
http://www.mcs.le.ac.uk/~ferjan/birds.html
http://www.wunderground.com/cgi-bin/findweather/getForecast?query=kagoshima
http://www.tides.info/
http://www.birrding.freeserve.co.uk/
http://www.birdtours.co.uk/

Paci fic Wite-sided Dol phin (Lagenorhynchus obliquidens) — common fromthe ferry
bet ween Tomakorai and Carai .

Bird |ist

Paci fi c Loon
07 01 003

Yel |l owbill ed Loon
07 01 005

Little G ebe
08 01 001

Red- necked G ebe
08 01 011

Great Crested G ebe
08 01 012

Eared G ebe
08 01 014
Laysan Al batross
09 01 006

St r eaked Shear wat er
09 02 053

Bul | er' s Shearwat er
09 02 060

Fl esh-f oot ed Shear wat er

09 02 057

Sooty Shearwat er
09 02 061

G eat Cor nor ant
10 04 005

Japanese Cor nor ant
10 04 009

Pel agi ¢ Cor nor ant

10 04 012

Red- f aced Cor nor ant
10 04 013

Gray Heron
11 01 003

G eat Egret

Gavi a pacifica
About 15 fromthe ferry between Tonakomai and
Car ai .

Gavi a adansi i
One 2y at Nosauppu M saki and one flying past
Cchii shi M saki .

Tachybaptus ruficollis
Three at Osaka, one at Kiso River and three at
Om gawa.

Podi ceps grisegena
Two at Nosappu M saki, one at Cchiishi M saki
and one fromthe ferry between Tonakomai and
Car ai .

Podi ceps cri status
20 at Kiso River, five near |zum, three at
Kadogawa and five at Funabashi .

Podi ceps nigricollis
10+ at Funabashi .

Phoebastria inmutabilis
70+ fromthe ferry between Tomakonai and Qarai .
Many gi vi ng super views when flying al ongside
the ferry. One dark | arge al batross seen
distantly may in fact have been a
short-tailed...

Cal onectris | euconel as
About 60 seen fromthe ferry between Tonmakomai
and Carai. Mst birds seen at the southern end
of the journey.

Puffinus bulleri
One seen fromthe ferry between Tonakonai and
Car ai .

Puf fi nus car nei pes
One seen fromthe ferry between Tonakonai and
Car ai .

Puf fi nus griseus
One seen fromthe ferry between Tomakonai and
Carai. Also one unidentified Sooty/Short-tailed
at the sane ferry trip.

Phal acr ocorax carbo
Common around Osaka, Kiso River, Arasaki,
Om gawa and Yat su Hi gat a/ Funabashi .

Phal acr ocorax capill atus
Conmon around Kadogawa har bour and about five
seen fromthe ferry between Tonakonai and
Car ai .

Phal acr ocor ax pel agi cus
Conmmon around Neruro peninsula, with nost birds
seen at Nosappu M saki .

Phal acrocorax urile
Seven at Cchiishi Msaki, e.g. seen in conpany
with a Pel agi c Cornorant.

Ardea ci nerea
A few around Osaka and Kiso River, commopn at
Arasaki and Kadogawa and a few at Oni gawa and
Yat su Hi gat a.

Ardea al ba



11 01 013

Little Egret
11 01 023

Paci fi c Reef - Heron
11 01 025

Cattle Egret
11 01 032
Bl ack- crowned N ght - Heron
11 01 037
Great Bittern
11 01 062
Eur asi an Spoonbi |
11 05 028
Bl ack-faced Spoonbi |
11 05 031

Whooper Swan
13 02 015

Conmon Shel duck
13 02 047

Mandari n Duck
13 02 063

Eur asi an W geon
13 02 070

Fal cat ed Duck
13 02 073

Gadwal
13 02 074
Bai kal Teal
13 02 075
Eur asi an Teal
13 02 077

Mal | ard
13 02 088

Spot -bi I I ed Duck
13 02 095

Nort hern Pintai
13 02 100

Nor t hern Shovel er
13 02 114

Commpn Pochar d
13 02 120

Tufted Duck
13 02 128

Common at Kiso River, and a few seen around
Arasaki, Om gawa, Yatsu Higata and Funabashi
Egretta garzetta
A few around Osaka, Kiso River, Arasaki
Kadogawa, Tokyo and Om gawa.
Egretta sacra
One north of |zum and conmon at Kadogawa
har bour .
Bubul cus ibis
Three at Arasaki
Nycti corax nycticorax
30+ at Arasaki.
Bot aurus stellaris
One heard at Om gawa.
Pl at al ea | eucorodi a
One at Higashi-Kantaku at Arasaki .
Pl at al ea m nor
Two together with one Eurasian Spoonbill at
Hi gashi - Kant aku at Arasaki
Cygnus cygnus
A family party of seven in a river north of
Kushi r o.
Tador na tadorna
Five at Arasaki
Ai x galericulata
About 45 in the pool at the northern end of
Yoyogi Park in Tokyo.
Anas penel ope
A few around Osaka, Kadogawa and Cchii shi
M saki, conmmon at Kiso River, Arasaki and Yatsu
Hi gat a/ Funabashi
Anas fal cata
Nine in snall |akes north of Osaka and about 30
in Kiso/Nagara river near Nagoya. At the
latter place a group of nmles were displaying.
Anas strepera
Common at Kiso River and Arasaki.
Anas fornosa
About 50 in Kiso/Nagara river near Nagoya.
Anas crecca
Comon around Osaka, Kiso River, Arasaki, Yatsu
H gata and Funabashi
Anas pl atyrhynchos
Common around Osaka, Kiso River
Arasaki, Kadogawa and in the Tokyo area.
Anas poeci |l orhyncha
About 30 north of Osaka, conmon in Kiso River
and at Arasaki and a few at Kadogawa, Naka-
Kar ui zawa
and Yatsu Higata.
Anas acuta
Six at OGsaka, common in Kiso River, Arasaki,
Yat su Hi gata and Funabashi
Anas cl ypeata
100+ in Kiso River and a few at Yatsu Higata
and Funabashi
Ayt hya ferina
A few around Osaka and Kiso R ver and comon at
Funabashi
Ayt hya fuligula
Three north of Osaka and fairly comon in Kiso



Greater Scaup
13 02 130

Har | equi n Duck
13 02 136

Long-tail ed Duck
13 02 137

Bl ack Scot er
13 02 138

Whi t e-wi nged Scot er
13 02 140

Conmon Gol deneye
13 02 141

Smew
13 02 144
Red- br east ed Merganser
13 02 147

Common Mer ganser
13 02 148

Csprey
14 02 001

Bl ack Kite
14 03 031

Wiite-tail ed Eagle
14 03 039

Steller's Sea-Eagl e
14 03 041

Eastern Marsh-Harri er

Ri ver.

Aythya maril a
One of the anmzing sights during the trip was
t he huge concentrations at Funabashi. Ten or
even 20 thousand birds were seen in calm
weat her |ike nosquito swarns. No surprise we
did not see any at other sites..

Hi strionicus histrionicus
Common around Nemuro Peninsul a where this
speci es provided us with spectacul ar vi ews
anong the packice in bright sunshine.

C angul a hyemal i s
Common around Nemuro Peninsula and two fromthe
ferry between Tomakomai and Qar ai

Mel anitta nigra
Conmmon around Nerur o Peni nsula. Ssp ameri cana.

Mel anitta fusca
About 10 at Cchiishi M skai and about 20 at
Nosappu M saki. All seen in flight but
di stinctive characters of ssp stejnegeri easily
seen.

Bucephal a cl angul a
Common around Nemuro Peninsul a and at
Funabashi

Mer gel l us al bel | us
30+ in Kiso River.

Mer gus serrator
Five at Yatsushiro and a few at Nemuro
Peni nsul a.

Mer gus ner ganser
100+ in Kiso River. The Scal y-sided Merganser
that had been present up till three days
earlier was however not to be seen

Pandi on hal i aet us
One at Oska, one at Kiso River, one at Kisen
Dam Osaka, five at Arasaki and three at
Yat sushi ro.

M | vus m grans
Conmon at Osaka, Kiso River, Arasaki, Kadogawa,
Nermmur o Peni nsul a, Kushiro, Naka-Karuizawa and
around Tokyo. Ssp |ineatus.

Hal i aeetus albicilla
30+ in the nmorning at Furen-ko and 70+ sitting
on the ice the day after at the sane place.
Al so seen with two at Nosappu M saki, two at
Kiritappu, one north of Kushiro and one at
Tancho- no- Sat o.

Hal i aeet us pel agi cus
30+ at Furen-ko giving absolutely crippling
views in the norning when they perched in the
trees by the | ake and later flew out on the
ice. Both adults and i mmature birds were seen
The day after at nidday we saw about 70 sitting
on the ice together with Wiite-tail ed Eagl es.
Many si ghtings involved cl ose encounters in
spl endid sunshine. Definitely bird of the trip
and the main reason for a winter visit to Japan.
Al so singletons riding the pack-ice at Nosappu
M aski and perched near Hattaushi Bridge.

Circus spilonotus



14 03 077
Japanese Sparr owhawk
14 03 123

Nor t her n Goshawk
14 03 143

Eur asi an Buzzard
14 03 190

Rough- | egged Hawk
14 03 196

Eur asi an Kestrel
14 05 027

Chi nese Banboo- Partri dge
15 06 102

Copper Pheasant
15 06 138

Gr een Pheasant
15 06 141

Denpoi sel |l e Crane
17 03 003

Si beri an Crane
17 03 006

Sandhi || Crane
17 03 007
Wi t e- naped Crane
17 03 010
Common Cr ane
17 03 011
Hooded Crane
17 03 012
Red- cr owned Cr ane
17 03 015

Conmmon Moor hen
17 06 118

Eur asi an Coot
17 06 125

Eur asi an Oyst er cat cher
18 04 006

Bl ack-wi nged Stilt

Two at Kiso River and at |east two at Qi gawa.

Accipiter gularis
One nale circling above the forest at
Naka- Kar ui zawa.

Accipiter gentilis
One at Kisen Dam Osaka.

But eo buteo
Singles or a few at Gsaka, Kiso River,
Hatt aushi Bridge, Nermuro Peninsul a, Kushiro,
Naka- Kar ui zawa and Qmi gawa.

But eo | agopus
One north of Kushiro.

Fal co tinnuncul us
Singl es at Osaka, Kyoto, Arasaki, Yatsushiro
and Yatsu Hi gata.

Bambusi col a t horacica
One heard at Inmo River, Kawanishi City, north
Gsaka, one plus tww seen at Kiso River and one
pl us one heard at Naritasan. Introduced and
wel | established in Japan from Chi na.

Syrmaticus soemerringii
After one and a half day of searching for
"Yamadori" at Naka-Karui zawa, we were eventually
rewarded in the afternoon with a splendid nale
that could be seen and vi deoed at |ength
t hrough the scope before it vani shed over the
top of the hill. Certainly one of the best
birds of the trip.

Phasi anus versi col or
Three femal es videoed in the reedy canal at
Arasaki and fleeting glinpses of another female
i n banboo at Naka- Kar ui zawa.

Ant hr opoi des virgo
Two at Hi gashi Kantaku at Arasaki.

Grus | eucoger anus
One at Higashi Kantaku at Arasaki. Al so seen at
alternate feeding site south of Route 3.

Grus canadensi s
One seen at Higashi Kantaku at Arasaki.

Grus vipio
About 1500 at Arasaki .

Grus grus
At least two at Arasaki.

Grus nonacha
About 7000 at Arasaki.

Grus j aponensi s
Four in a river south of Setsurigawa, 18 at
Setsurigawa, 78 at Watanabe, 15 at Tsurui nura,
95 at Tancho no Sato and two plus two south of
Tancho no Sato. One of the nore inpressing
sights of the trip was to see the dancing
cranes in the snow covered | andscape.

Gl l'i nul a chl oropus
10 at Arasaki and a few at Yatsu Hi gata.

Fulica atra
One at Kiso River and two at M yazaki .

Haemat opus ostral egus
54 at Funabashi of the isolated ssp oscul ans
which in fact may be considered a separate
speci es.

H mant opus hi nant opus



18 06 001
Nort hern Lapw ng
18 09 001

Gray- headed Lapwi ng
18 09 015

Paci fi ¢ Gol den- Pl over
18 09 026

Bl ack-bel li ed Pl over
18 09 029

Long-billed Pl over
18 09 033

Snowy Pl over
18 09 045

Conmon Sni pe
18 11 019
Long-bi |l | ed Dowi t cher
18 11 028
Eurasi an Curl ew
18 11 039
Conmon Sandpi per
18 11 054

Sander | i ng
18 11 065
Red- necked Stint
18 11 068
Dunlin
18 11 078

Red Phal ar ope
18 11 088

Sout h Pol ar Skua
18 15 002

Pormari ne Jaeger
18 15 005

Bl ack-tail ed Gull
18 16 005

Mew CGul
18 16 010

d aucous-wi nged Gul |
18 16 016

Herring Gull
18 16 022

Five at Yatsu Higata.

Vanel | us vanel | us
Five north of Osaka, 10 at Kiso River, 20 at
Arasaki and 15 at Om gawa.

Vanel | us ci nereus
Five scattered individuals around Kiso River
and about 10 at Ogura near Kyoto. This is one
of few areas where this species is fairly
frequent and easily seen.

Pluvialis fulva
Three at Arasaki.

Pluvialis squatarol a
30 at Yatsushiro, 20 at Yatsu Higata and conmon
at Funabashi

Char adri us pl aci dus
Seven at Kiso River. Easily found in the
riverbed when displaying, but difficult when
silent.

Char adri us al exandri nus
20 near Kiso River, comopn at Yatsu Higata and
Funabashi

Gal l'i nago gal li nago
Four at Arasaki and five at Om gawa.

Li modr onus scol opaceus
Two at Yatsu Higata

Nurreni us ar quat a
20 at Funabashi

Actitis hypol eucos
Three at Kiso River, a few at Arasaki and
Takaono River and two at M yazaki

Calidris al ba
Comon at Funabashi

Calidris ruficollis
One at Yatsu Higata

Calidris al pina
15 at Arasaki, 100 at Yatsushiro, 100 at Yatsu
H gata and 1000+ at Funabashi

Phal aropus fulicaria
58+2+30+2 fromthe ferry between Tomakomai and
Car ai .

Stercorarius maccorm ck
Two separate birds seen fromthe ferry between
Tonmakonai and Garai. Both birds seen nore or
| ess in conpany with Ponarine Skuas.

St ercorarius ponarinus
Three dark and three pale nmorph seen fromthe
ferry between Tomakomai and CQar ai

Larus crassirostris
50+ at lzum, 10 at Arasaki harbour, common at
Kadogawa and fromthe ferry between Tonmakonai
and CQarai

Larus canus
A few at Kiso River, Cchiishi Msaki, Nosappu
M saki and at Funabashi. Ssp kamt schatschensis
whi ch may be consi dered at separate speci es.

Larus gl aucescens
Conmon at Nosappu M saki and a few at Cchiish
M saki and one at Funabashi

Larus argentatus
Common around Osaka, a few at Kiso River and at
Arasaki, 150+ at Yatsushiro, commopn at



Lesser Bl ack-backed Gul |

18 16 025

Sl at y- backed Gul |
18 16 027

Bl ack- headed Gul |
18 16 035

Saunders' Gul |l
18 16 038

Bl ack- 1 egged Kittiwake

18 16 051

Common Murre
18 19 002

Thick-billed Murre
18 19 003

Pi geon Cuil | enot
18 19 006

Spect acl ed CGuil | enot
18 19 007

Long-billed Mirrel et
18 19 009

Anci ent Mirrel et
18 19 013

Japanese Murr el et
18 19 014

Par akeet Aukl et
18 19 016

Crested Aukl et
18 19 017

Least Aukl et
18 19 019

Tufted Puffin
18 19 023

Rock Dove
20 01 o001

Oriental Turtl e-Dove
20 01 056

Kadogawa, two fromthe ferry between Tomakomai
and GCarai and commopn at Funabashi. Ssp vegae
soneti mes consi dered at separate species.

Larus fuscus
At least two at Yatsushiro seened
to belong to the heuglini conplex.

Larus schi stisagus
A few at Yatsushiro and Kadogawa, commobn at
Nermur o Peni nsul a and Kushiro and fromthe ferry
bet ween Tormekonai and Carai and a few at
Funabashi

Larus ridi bundus
Conmmon around Osaka, Yatsu Higata and
Funabashi

Larus saunder si
Four second-year birds at Yatsushiro and one
second-year and one adult in summer plumage at
Funabashi

Ri ssa tridactyla
10000+ ? fromthe ferry between Tonakomai and
Car ai .

Uria aal ge
One plus four at Nosappu M saki and 100+ from
the ferry between Tomakonmai and Qarai

Uia lonvia
One at Nosappu M saki and a few fromthe ferry
bet ween Tonakorai and Car ai

Cepphus col unba
A total of three at Nosappu M saki

Cepphus carbo
30 + 50 at Nosappu M saki and 20 at Ochiish
M saki .

Brachyr anphus perdi x
Two noulting into sunmer plunage seen on the
water at 16.40 fromthe ferry between Tonakomai
and Qar ai

Synt hl i bor anmphus anti quus
30 + 40 at Nosappu M saki and 500+ fromthe
ferry between Tomakomai and Qar ai

Synt hl i bor anphus wum zusune
Three at Kadogawa harbour early in the norning.
One first seen as it came flying in towards the
har bour and then seen fishing at close range
i nside the harbour. Two others seen fishing
just outside of the harbour

Aet hia psittacul a
One at Nosappu M saki and three fromthe ferry
bet ween Tomekomai and Car ai

Aethia cristatella
Five plus three at Nosappu M saki and two at
Cchi i shi M saki

Aethia pusilla
100 + 15 at Nosappu M saki and two at Cchii shi
M saki

Fratercula cirrhata
One at Nosappu M saki

Col unba livia
Tick. ..

Streptopelia orientalis
Common around Osaka, Kiso River, Arasaki
Naka- Kar ui zawa and t he Tokyo area.



Bl aki ston's Fi sh- OuM
24 02 088

Ual OM
24 02 107
Conmon Ki ngfi sher
30 01 002

Crested Kingfisher
30 01 086

Pygny Wbodpecker
31 06 093

Great Spotted Wodpecker

31 06 105
Japanese Wbodpecker
31 06 193

Japanese Skyl ar k
32 18 087

Barn Swal | ow
32 19 047

Bl ack- backed Wagt ai |
32 20 004

Japanese Vgt ai
32 20 005

Gray Wagtai l
32 20 012

Anerican Pipit
32 20 052

Br own- ear ed Bul bul
32 22 114

Gol dcr est
32 23 003
Japanese Waxw ng
32 27 003

Brown Di pper
32 30 002

Wnter Wen
32 31 055
Pal e Thrush

Ket upa bl aki st oni
One pair duetting nicely at Hattaushi Bridge at
04.50-05. 15, 17.50-18.05 and 21.00. Fresh wi ng-
and footprints froma fishing bird seen just
bel ow the bridge. Also a pair seen nicely at a
day-roost at another site.

Strix ural ensis
One cal ling near Hattaushi Bridge.

Al cedo atthis
Two at Kiso River and three between Kagoshi na
and | zuni .

Megaceryl e [ugubris
One female at Oya River (elevation 570 m) 40 km
east of Matsubase/ Route 3 on Kyushu

Dendr ocopos ki zuki
One north of Osaka, three at Kiso River, one at
Furen- ko, commpn at Naka- Karui zawa and at Yoyog
Park and a few at Naritasan. Easily detected by

its thin buzzing call. Ssp ijime on Hokkai do,
ssp seebohm i on central Honshu and ssp ki zuki
on Kyushu.

Dendr ocopos mmj or
One at Furen-ko and a few at Naka- Kar ui zawa.
Pi cus awokera
One heard north of Osaka and one pair seen
ni cel y at Naka- Karui zawa.
Al auda j aponi ca
Two north of Osaka, a few around Kiso River,
conmmon at Arasaki and at Om gawa.
Hi rundo rustica
A few around M yazaki
Mot acill a | ugens
One at OCsaka, conmmon at Kiso River, Arasaki, a
few at Kadogawa, one at Kiritappu, two at Mtu,
two at Yoyogi Park and a few at Yatsu Higata
Mot acilla grandis
10 around GCsaka, several along Kiso River, one
at Myazaki, one at Setsurigawa and two at
Naka- Kar ui zawa.
Mot acilla cinerea
One north of Osaka, five at Arasaki, a few at
Naka- Kar ui zawa and one at Yoyogi Park
Ant hus rubescens
Three north of Osaka, one at Kiso River and
conmon at Arasaki. Ssp japonicus.
| xos anaurotis
Comon around Osaka, Kiso River, Arasaki
eastern Kyushu and around Tokyo and two at
Fur en.
Regul us regul us
One singing at Naka- Karui zawa.
Bombyci | | a j aponi ca
At last a flock of 26 seen nicely feeding in
nm stle-toes and bathing in the streamj ust
above the Onsen at Naka- Kar ui zawa.
Cinclus pallasii
Two at Oya River 40 km east of Matsubase/ Route 3
in Kyushu and four at Naka- Karui zawa.
Trogl odyt es trogl odytes
Two at Osaka and a few at Naka- Kar ui zawa.
Turdus pal l'i dus



32 34 116

Br own- headed Thrush
32 34 117

Dusky Thrush
32 34 120

Zitting Cisticola
32 35 035

Japanese Bush-War bl er
32 36 011

Red- f | anked Bl uet ai
32 38 144
Dauri an Redstart
32 38 198

Long-tailed Tit
32 50 001

Marsh Tit
32 56 002

Wllow Tit
32 56 005

Coal Tit
32 56 016

Geat Tit
32 56 038

Varied Tit
32 56 049

Eur asi an Nut hat ch
32 57 002

Chi nese Pendul i ne-Tit
32 61 005

Japanese Wi te-eye
32 67 022

Bul | - headed Shri ke
32 72 002

Four around Osaka, 30+ at Yoyogi Park and two
at Naritasan
Tur dus chrysol aus
At |ast, one was seen at close range at
Naritasan the last norning in the only rain of
the trip.
Tur dus naumanni
20+ around GCsaka, common at Kiso River, a few at
Arasaki, one at Attoko (Hokkai do), one north of
Kushiro, one at Naka-Karui zawa, one at Yoyog
Park and comron at Qmi gawa and in eastern Tokyo
ar ea.
Cisticola juncidis
Three at Qi gawa.
Cettia di phone
One north of Osaka, one at Kiso River, 10 at
Arasaki, a few at Yoyogi Park and four at
Om gawa.
Tar si ger cyanur us
One femal e-type at Yoyogi Park.
Phoeni curus aur or eus
Four around Osaka, one at Kiso River, two at
Arasaki, one at Yatsushiro and two at Qi gawa.
Aegi t hal os caudat us
Two near Osaka, two at Kiso River, heard at
Arasaki and Furen-ko, five north of Kushiro and
common at Naka- Kar ui zawa. Ssp japonicus in
Hokkai do, ssp magnus in Honshu and ssp
ki usiuensis in Kyushu
Poecil e pal ustris
Two at Furen-ko and two at Furen. Ssp henson
whi ch belongs to a group in east Asia that is
geographically conpletely separated fomthe
Eur opean group.
Poeci | e nont ana
One at Hattaushi Bridge and common at
Naka- Kar ui zawa.
Peri parus ater
One near Osaka and a few at Naka- Karui zawa.
Par us maj or
A few around Osaka, Kiso River, Nenuro
Peni nsul a, Naka- Karui zawa, Yoyogi Park and
Nari t asan.
Sittiparus varius
One at Mount Myoken north of Osaka, two at
Ki sen Dam north of Osaka, one east of |zum,
two at Naka- Karui zawa and five at Yoyogi Park
Sitta europaea

10 at Furen-ko and a few at Naka- Karui zawa. Ssp
asi atica in Hokkai do.

Reni z consobri nus
One nale in the reedbed along the river at
Ar asaki .

Zost erops j aponi cus
A few around Osaka and Kiso River, two at
Arasaki and a few at Yoyogi Park.

Lani us bucephal us
One north of Osaka, a few at Kiso River and
bet ween Kagoshi ma and Arasaki



Eur asi an Jay Garrul us gl andari us

32 85 042 One east of lzum, one near Setsurigawa and
five at Naka-Karui zawa. Ssp brandtii in Hokkai do,
ssp japonicus in Honshu and ssp hiugaensis in
Kyushu.

Azur e-w nged Magpi e Cyanopi ca cyana
32 85 045 One in the eastern parts of Tokyo.
Dauri an Jackdaw Corvus dauuri cus

32 85 079 About 15 near QOgura near Kyoto anobng | arge
flocks of rooks. At |least two adult birds
i ncl uded.

Rook Corvus frugil egus

32 85 093 One north of Osaka, 300+ at Ogura near Kyoto

and 1000+ at Arasaki
Carrion Crow Corvus corone

32 85 106 A few at Osaka, comon at Kiso River, Kyoto

Arasaki and north of Kushiro.

Large-billed Crow Corvus nacr or hynchos
32 85 107 Common in all areas visited.
Whi t e-cheeked Starling St urnus ci neraceus

32 86 064 Conmmon in all areas visited in Kyushu and

around Tokyo.
Eur asi an Tree Sparrow Passer nontanus
32 87 019 Common in all areas visited.
Branbl i ng Fringilla montifringilla
32 92 003 20 north of Osaka and a few at Naka- Karui zawa
Asi an Rosy- Fi nch Leucosticte arctoa

32 92 010 Six to seven at a feeder in a garden

at Kriritappu.
Pal | as' Rosefinch Car podacus roseus
32 92 028 Crippling views of five adult nmales, two

subadult mal es and one fermal e at Naka- Kar ui zawa.
Both seen at the feeding place and in the
forest. Calls very nuch |ike dunnocks.

Conmmon Redpol | Carduel is flamea

32 92 045 Three plus one in western Nermuro Peninsul a.
Eur asi an Si skin Car duel i s spinus

32 92 048 One north of Osaka.

Oriental Greenfinch Carduelis sinica
32 92 068 20+ at Mount Myoken north of Osaka, 10 at Kiso
Ri ver, 10 + 10 at Arasaki and a few at
Naka- Kar ui zawa.

Eurasi an Bul |l finch Pyrrhul a pyrrhul a
32 92 118 Four at Furen-ko and a few at Naka- Karui zawa. Ssp
griseiventris.
Hawf i nch Coccot hraust es coccot hraust es
32 92 119 15+ at Kiso River, one ringed at breakfast at

the m nshuku in Furen, one at Naka-Karui zawa,
three at Yoyogi Park and one in Tokyo.

Japanese G osbeak Eophona personat a
32 92 123 Five just north of Myazaki and eight fly-overs
at Naka- Kar ui zawa.
Long-tail ed Rosefinch Uragus si biricus
32 92 134 One femal e at Mount Myoken north of Gsaka, one

mal e south of Tancho no Sato and four at
Naka- Kar ui zawa.
Meadow Bunti ng Enberi za ci oi des
32 98 010 Conmmon around Osaka, Kiso River, Kagoshima to
Arasaki, one at Cchiishi, comon at Naka-
Karui zawa and 10 at Oni gawa.



F Cchre-runmped Bunting
32 98 022

F Chestnut-eared Bunting
32 98 024
Rusti c Bunting
32 98 027

Bl ack-faced Bunti ng
32 98 038

F Gray Bunting
32 98 039

Reed Bunting
32 98 041

Enberi za yessoensi s
10 at Omi gawa. Mdst of them singing males in
al nrost full breeding plumage.
Enberi za fucata
One at Arasaki near the crane observatory.
Enberi za rustica
Fi ve around Osaka, 10 between Kagoshi na and
Arasaki and several at Naka- Karui zawa.
Enberi za spodocephal a
Five north of Osaka, comopn at Kiso River
Arasaki, 20+ at Yoyogi Park and a few at
Om gawa.
Enberi za variabilis
Two fenal es at Yoyogi Park together with
Bl ack-faced Buntings just inside the north end
of the fenced area.
Enberi za schoeni cl us
Five north of Osaka, five at Kiso River, a few
at Arasaki and 50+ at Omi gawa. Ssp pyrrhulina.



