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We spent 3 weeks in Rajasthan in India combining birding, a total of 240 species
seen, and holiday. We travelled by public buses and trains except for the first day
when we hired a car and driver from Delhi to Bharatpur at a cost of 5 rupies per
kilometre. Since we had to pay the driver for his return back to Delhi the total cost
summoned up to 2000 rupies. (1USD ≈ 47rupies). Obviously the most convenient
way is to travel by car, but if you have time and patience it’s OK to travel by
buses and trains, just make sure to book your train tickets well in advance.

As travel guide we used Lonely Planet’s Rajasthan Guide. The best information
about birding sites is to be found in “A Birdwatchers’ Guide to India” by K
Kazmierczak and R Singh. For bird identification we used “Pocket Guide to the
Birds of the Indian Subcontinent” by R Grimmet, C and T Inskipp.

Jan 12th: New Delhi to Bharatpur by car, afternoon birding outside the park.
Stayed at the Sunbird Hotel, good dry land birding is found behind the hotel.
Jan 13th and 14th: Full days birding in Keoladeo Ghana National Park, we rented
bicycles from our hotel.
Jan 15th: Daytrip by public bus to Agra and Taj Mahal. The bus takes about 1,5
hours one-way.
Jan 16th: Birding around the village Mallah outside the park boundary.
Jan 17th: Full day birding in the park.
Jan 18th: Train from Bharatpur to Sawai Madhopur where we stayed at the Ankur
Resort. Afternoon visit to Ranthambore fort.
Jan 19th: Morning trip by jeep to Ranthambore N.P. Afternoon spent around Tiger
Den Hotel.
Jan 20th: Morning trip by jeep to Soorwal Lake and a second visit to the park in
the afternoon.
Jan 21st: Train from Sawai Madhopur to Jaipur.
Jan 22nd: Sightseeing in Jaipur and then we took the overnight train to Udaipur.
Jan 23rd: Arrival in Udaipur at 10am. Found some birds at Sajjan Niwas Gardens.
Jan 24th: Auto-rickshaw to Tiger Lake.
Jan 25th: Public bus to Jaisamand Wildlife Sanctuary.
Jan 26th: Day spent in Udaipur.
Jan 27th: Udaipur to Pushkar by bus.
Jan 28th: Birding just north of Pushkar in the acacia forest.
Jan 29th: Halfway to Sonkhaliya by rented jeep with driver.
Jan 30th: Day spent in Pushkar.
Jan 31st: Morning spent just north of Pushkar in the acacia forest. Afternoon train
to Delhi.
Feb 1st and 2nd: Days spent in New Delhi
Feb 3rd: Early morning flight New Delhi via Amsterdam to Stockholm.
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Site descriptions:

Bharatpur

A well-known site for most birders. There wasn’t much water this year but many
birds anyway. Inside Keoladeo Ghana NP some of the better birds were Dusky
Eagle Owl, Marshall’s Iora, Black Bittern, Long-billed Dowitcher, Brook’s
Leafwarbler and Black Francolin. To reach the village Mallah go past the
entrance to the park for about 1 kilometre and take the first road to the left
following the park boundary wall. We biked around this area and found both
Brown Shrike and Singing Bushlark. In the dry land behind our hotel we ran into
one Yellow-wattled Lapwing.

Ranthambore

All birding inside the park has to be made by “tiger safari jeeps” which makes
birding a bit difficult, so we concentrated on finding tiger, which we did on our
second attempt. A good place to see Brown Rock-Chat is at Ranthambore Fort
and we found Brown Crake along the entrance road. Semi-desert areas around
the Tiger Den Hotel held some good species such as Yellow-wattled Lapwing,
Desert Wheatear and Rufous-fronted Prinia. A pleasant surprise was Soorwal Lake,
which held Indian Skimmer, Great Thick-knee and Rufous-tailed Shrike. We
organized a jeep through our hotel.

Udaipur

The local bus to Jaisamand Wildlife Sanctuary takes 1,5 hours. Ask specifically to
be dropped at the Wildlife Sanctuary and not at the turn to the resort (the
sanctuary entrance is 2 kilometres before the turn to the resort). The place is dry
and rocky with acacia scrub. We looked for White-naped Tit but scored none.
New birds for the trip were Long-billed Pipit and Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher.
Tiger Lake is easily reached from Udaipur by auto-rickshaw and a few hours spent
here can produce some good species such as Variable Wheatear (ssp picata
and ssp ophistoleuca), Sulphur-bellied Warbler and Indian Bushlark.

Pushkar

A good area of acacia is found about one kilometre north of Pushkar along the
road to Jaipur/Kishangar. The area is approximately one square kilometre in size
and is situated between two mountain ridges. It’s fairly easy to find birds here
since there is no undergrowth and you can easily follow the birds. We were lucky
to find one White-naped Tit on two occasions and we also had one female
White-bellied Minivet, two Spotted Creepers, Variable Wheatear (ssp
ophistoleuca) and both Brook’s- and Tickell’s Leafwarbler.
An afternoon walk up to the Savitri Temple, situated on top of a mountain south
of town, produced 3 adult and 5 juvenile Rock Bushquails, Jungle Prinia and 2



House Buntings. Below the hill is a sewage pond, which held some ducks and
waders.
During our stay in Pushkar we made a half daytrip to Sonkhaliya Closed Area 40
kilometres southeast of Ajmer. Arrangements should be made through the Forest
Department in Ajmer in advance. Their office is not far from the main bus terminal
in Ajmer and everything went extremely smooth and fast once we found the
department. We hired a jeep and driver in Pushkar. You need a jeep to drive
around in the area, as the roads aren’t good. On the arrival at Sonkhaliya we
were met by a forest guard (where is the forest?) who guided us and another
group of birdwatchers. Half a day was a bit short to search the area thoroughly
but at least we saw 3 flying Indian Bustards. More time here could produce Indian
Courser.



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

Black Francolin Francolinus francolinus 2 Hans Sarovar  

Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus common common
Seen at both Udaipur and

Pushkar

Rock Bush-Quail* Perdicula argoondah  
3 adult+5 juvenile at Savitri

Temple, Pushkar

Barred Buttonquail Turnix suscitator  1 pair near Pushkar

Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus several common few around Pushkar

Greylag Goose Anser anser rubrirostris common  

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus common  

Lesser Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna javanica few  

Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos few  

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea few few  

Cotton Pygmy-Goose Nettapus coromandelianus few  

Northern Pintail Anas acuta common few Pushkar

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata several few  

Common Teal Anas crecca common several  

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope few  

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 2 pairs  

Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha several few Pushkar

Garganey Anas querquedula few  

Gadwall Anas strepera common  

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 5  

Common Pochard Aythya ferina 1
common on Lake Pichola,

Udaipur

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula  few just south of Ajmer

Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla 10 1 Soorwal Lake  

Brown-capped Pygmy Woodp. Dendrocopos nanus  1 Ranthambore Fort  



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

Yellow-crowned Woodpecker Dendrocopos mahrattensis few 1 in acacias north of Pushkar

Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense few 3  

Brown-headed Barbet Megalaima zeylanica 10  

Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala 2 1 Soorwal Lake 2 Pushkar

Indian Grey Hornbill Ocyceros birostris 15 2 in Udaipur

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 4 outside the park few few Pushkar

Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis several 1 Soorwal Lake few Pushkar

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 3 few  

Stork-billed Kingfisher Halcyon capensis  1  

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis common common widespread but not numerous

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 3 3
1 Lake Pichola and 1 Pushkar

Lake

Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis 5 outside the park few
few around both Pushkar and

Udaipur

Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopacea  1 Ankur Resort Seen at Udaipur and Pushkar

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis several several Pushkar

Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria  2 outside the park  

Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri common common widespread

Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala  several A few at Jaisamand and Pushkar

Little Swift Apus affinis several several A few at Udaipur and Pushkar

Indian Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena 2 at Keoladeo Temple 1  

Dusky Eagle Owl Bubo coromandus 2 pairs  

Spotted Owlet Athene brama few 2 1 at Jaisamand

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus  1 at Sonkhaliya

Rock Pigeon Columba livia common common widespread in towns and villages

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis  few  



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto common common widespread and numerous

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis common common widespread and numerous

Red Collared Dove Streptopelia tranquebarica 2  

Yellow-footed Green Pigeon Treron phoenicoptera common several  

Indian Bustard* Ardeotis nigriceps  3 Sonkhaliya

Sarus Crane Grus antigone few  

Siberian Crane Grus leucogeranus 1 pair Mansarovar  

Brown Crake Amaurornis akool  2  

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus several few
a few seen near water at many

locations

Common Coot Fulica atra common
common on Lake Pichola,

Udaipur

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus common few few Pushkar Lake

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio common  

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 2 Mallah village 5  

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa  500 Soorwal Lake  

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata  10 Soorwal Lake  

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 1 adult Sapan Mari  

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus several  

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola several few widespread

Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos 1 Mallah village 2 Soorwal Lake few Yamuna River at Taj Mahal

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia several few  

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus several few widespread

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 1 1 Soorwal Lake few Yamuna River at Taj Mahal

Common Redshank Tringa totanus 1 Mallah village few Soorwal Lake
few Yamuna River at Taj Mahal

and Pushkar

Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii 5 Mallah village 200 Soorwal Lake few Yamuna River at Taj Mahal



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

Ruff Philomachus pugnax few 50 Soorwal Lake several around Pushkar

Great Thick-knee Burhinus recurvirostris  11 Soorwal Lake  

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus several several widespread

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 1 1 Soorwal Lake  

Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus few  

Bronze-winged Jacana Metopidius indicus several  

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 1 Mallah village 2  

River Lapwing Vanellus duvaucelii  1 Soorwal Lake few Yamuna River at Taj Mahal

Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus common common widespread

White-tailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus several  

Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus 1 near Hotel Sunbird 2 Tiger Den Hotel  

Brown-headed Gull Larus brunnicephalus  several Soorwal Lake  

Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans  2 Soorwal Lake  

Pallas´s Gull Larus ichthyaetus  2 Soorwal Lake  

Common Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus  7 Soorwal Lake  

Indian Skimmer Rynchops albicollis  2 Soorwal Lake  

River Tern Sterna aurantia 1 few
few Lake Pichola, Udaipur and 3

Pushkar

Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica  2 Soorwal Lake  

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus  few Soorwal Lake few Yamuna River at Taj Mahal

Osprey Pandion haliaetus  1 and 1 Soorwal Lake  

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus several few  

Black Kite Milvus migrans lineatus  common around towns

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus several widespread but not numerous

White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis  few around Udaipur

Indian Vulture Gyps indicus  few few Jaisamand and Pushkar



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvus 2 1 Savitri Temple, Pushkar

Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela 1 1  

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus few  

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 3  

Shikra Accipiter badius few 1  

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus  1 Pushkar

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo  1 Udaipur

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus  1 Sonkhaliya

Oriental Honey-Buzzard Pernis ptilorhyncus  1  

Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga several  

Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca few  

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis  2 Savitri Temple, Pushkar

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina 2  

Bonelli's Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus 1 1  

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 2 1 Udaipur

Laggar Falcon Falco jugger 1 Mallah village  

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus few few Jaisamand and Pushkar

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus  1 Soorwal Lake  

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis several few Soorwal Lake few Pushkar

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster few few  

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo several few
several Lake Pichola and 4

Pushkar

Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis few  

Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger common few several Lake Pichola, Udaipur

Grey heron Ardea cinerea common few  

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea several  



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii common few widespread

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis several few Pushkar

Little Heron Butorides striatus  1  

Great Egret Casmerodius albus common few widespread

Little Egret Egretta garzetta common few widespread

Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis 1 Sapan Mari  

Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia common  

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax several  

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber  15 Soorwal Lake  

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia several 20 Soorwal Lake  

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus several 2 Tiger Lake, Udaipur

Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus few few  

Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus  14 circling over Udaipur

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus few 50 Soorwal Lake  

Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans  6 circling over Udaipur

Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala common few  

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 1 1  

Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus few  

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus 1 Mallah village  

Rufous-tailed Shrike Lanius isabellinus isabellinus  1 Soorwal Lake  

Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis lahtora few few few around Pushkar

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach several few few around Pushkar

Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus few 1 Soorwal Lake 1 Sonkhaliya and 1 Pushkar

Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda several several few around Pushkar

Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos common common widespread



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

House Crow Corvus splendens common common widespread

Black-headed Cuckoo-shrike Coracina melanoptera  1 Ankur Resort  

Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus few few few around Pushkar

White-bellied Minivet Pericrocotus erythropygius  1 in acacias north of Pushkar

Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologus few  

White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola  few few Jaisamand and Pushkar

Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus common common widespread

White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens  few  

Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus few 1 few Udaipur and Pushkar

Marshall´s Iora Aegithina nigrolutea 2  

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia  1 1 Jaisamand and few Pushkar

Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius  1 Tiger Den Hotel  

Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina 1 Forest Lodge  

Tickell´s Thrush Turdus unicolor 2 The Nursery  

Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla 3 1 in acacias north of Pushkar

Red-throated Flycatcher Ficedula parva several  

Tickell's Blue-Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae  1 Jaisamand

Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis 1 The Nursery 2 1 Udaipur and 1 Pushkar

Siberian Rubythroat Luscinia calliope 1 at the barrier  

Bluethroat Luscinia svecica common  

Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis common few widespread but not numerous

Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicata several common widespread but not numerous

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros few several widespread

Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata several few Sonkhaliya

Grey Bushchat Saxicola ferrea 1  



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

Siberian Stonechat Saxicola torquata maura several few few Sonkhaliya

Brown Rock-Chat Cercomela fusca  few Ranthambore Fort few Jaipur, Udaipur and Pushkar

Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti  1 Tiger Den Hotel 1 Sonkhaliya and 1 Pushkar

Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina  2 Tiger Den Hotel  

Variable Wheatear Oenanthe picata  
2 Tiger Lake, Udaipur, 1

Sonkhaliya and 1 Pushkar

Brahminy Starling Sturnus pagodarum several few widespread

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 1 several Soorwal Lake  

Asian Pied Starling Sturnus contra common few widespread but not numerous

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis common several widespread

Bank Myna Acridotheres ginginianus com. outside the park com. outside the park widespread

Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch Sitta castanea few  

Spotted Creeper Salpornis spilonotus  2 in acacias north of Pushkar

Great Tit Parus major  few few Jaisamand and Pushkar

White-naped Tit* Parus nuchalis  1 male acacias north of Pushkar

Plain Martin Riparia paludicola several several widespread

Dusky Crag-Martin Hirundo concolor  2 Tiger Den Hotel few Udaipur and Pushkar

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica few few Udaipur

Streak-throated Swallow Hirundo fluvicola few  

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica common 2 Soorwal Lake  

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii  several Soorwal Lake  

White-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus leucotis several few Pushkar

Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer common common widespread

Rufous-fronted Prinia Prinia buchanani  few Tiger Den Hotel Sonkhaliya and several Pushkar

Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii  few Ranthambore Fort  

Plain Prinia Prinia inornata common widespread



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis common  

Jungle Prinia Prinia sylvatica  2 Savitri Temple, Pushkar

Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus  few Pushkar

Blyth's Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum several  

Clamorous Reed-Warbler
Acrocephalus stentoreus
brunnescens few  

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca blythi common few widespread

Small Whitethroat Sylvia curruca minula  1 acacias north of Pushkar

Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis jerdoni  1 Udaipur

Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius few 2 Ankur Resort few Pushkar

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita tristis several few Udaipur and Pushkar

Tickell´s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus affinis  1 acacias north of Pushkar

Sulphur-bellied Warbler Phylloscopus griseolus  1 Tiger Lake, Udaipur

Brook´s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus subviridis 1 Python Point 1 acacias north of Pushkar

Hume´s Warbler Phylloscopus humei common several several Jaisamand and Pushkar

Greenish Warbler
Phylloscopus trochiloides
viridanus few  

Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinense 10 5 Jaisamand and 2 Pushkar

Common Babbler Turdoides caudatus few few Jaisamand and Pushkar

Large Grey Babbler Turdoides malcolmi few common few Sonkhaliya and Pushkar

Jungle Babbler Turdoides striatus common common widespread

Singing Bushlark Mirafra cantillans 3 Mallah village  

Indian Bushlark Mirafra erythroptera 3 outside the park 1 Tiger Den Hotel 1 Tiger Lake, Udaipur

Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix grisea  15 Tiger Den Hotel  

Crested Lark Galerida cristata several few Soorwal Lake  

Rufous-tailed Lark Ammomanes phoenicurus 5 1 acacias north of Pushkar



Common name Latin name Bharatpur Ranthambhore Other localities

Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla  several Sonkhaliya

Purple Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica 3 common few Pushkar

House Sparrow Passer domesticus few several in town widespread

Chestnut-shouldered Petronia Petronia xanthocollis several few Ranthambore Fort  

White Wagtail Motacilla alba few few widespread but not numerous

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea  1 entranceroad 1 Pushkar

Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola several few few Pushkar

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava beema 2 Mallah village  

White-browed Wagtail Motacilla madaraspatensis 1 Mallah village 2 Soorwal Lake 1 Pushkar

Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris few few Tiger Den Hotel
few tiger Lake, Udaipur and

Pushkar

Blyth´s Pipit Anthus godlewskii  2 Tiger Den Hotel  

Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni few  

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus several few Soorwal Lake  

Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis  1 Jaisamand

Black-breasted Weaver Ploceus benghalensis 1  

Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus 15  

Red Avadavat Amandava amandava 10  

Indian Silverbill Lonchura malabarica several several few Jaisamand and Pushkar

House Bunting Emberiza striolata  2 Savitri Temple, Pushkar



Mammals                                                                                           Bharatpur       Ranthambore      Other localities

Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta several few in towns

Common Langur Presbytis entellus  common  

Golden Jackal Canis aureus few  

Indian Grey Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii several  

Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes smithii  2 inside the park  

Tiger Panthera tigris  1 female  

Wild Boar Sus scrofa few few  

Sambar Cervus unicolor  several  

Spotted Deer Cervus axis several common  

Nilgai Boselaphus tragocamelus several several  

Chinkara (Indian Gazelle) Gazella bennettii  5  

Five-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennantii common common widespread

Black-naped Hare Lepus nigricollis few few few around Pushkar

REPTILES   

Indian Rock Python Python molurus
1 Keoladeo

Temple  

Marsh Mugger Crocodile Crocodylus palustris  few  
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