Fuerteventura 29 Novenber to 6 Decenber, 2001

| visited Fuerteventura with ny wife for one week in | ate Novenber and
early Decenber, 2001. Birding was concentrated on endem c speci es and
subspecies and was |l ess intensive toward the end of the stay. The weat her
was rather nice above 20 centigrade at noon every day even in the
relatively cool city of Corralejo where our hotel was situated. Only one
noorni ng was cl oudy but wind was rather strong all the tine carrying salty
m st fromthe sea over several hundreds of nmeters. Therefore, car w ndows
had to be cl eaned every noorning. On one day, the sky was cover with thin
sand, possibly originating from Sahara.

W hired a car fromCICAR at Corralejo and left it at the airport. An Opel
Astra costed 4000 pesetas a day, kilonmeters unlimted and full insurance.
It was possible to reserve the car via internet but we decided not to use
this option due to security issues - there were two intervening operators
between CICAR and the client. The streets are in excellent condition. Even
quite narrow road are paved and nost tracks can be used with a normal car
as far as the dunes in the northeast (south of Corralejo) and south (E
Jabl e) are avoided. Even the narrow street fromMrro Jable to the

| i ght house Faro de Jandia is were driveable if you want to twi st the
steering wheel for fourty kiloneters - we didn't.

Wal king in the bush is | ess dangerous than it m ght seem since there are
no snakes. Beware of dogs, however, when birding near farnhouses.

On one day, we visited the volcanic island Isla de | os Lobos in front of
Corralejo. There are two carriers. The first departure is at 10 a.m and
the last return at 5 p.m Buying a round-trip ticket is advisable although
this means that your choices are limted as regards the time of return. Be
careful not to buy a ticker for a three hours cruice. Another tine of the
year, it mght be tenpting to stay overnight on the island to be able to
see the seabirds to cone to their nests. There are several small ruins on
the plateau just north of the Lobos peak that woul d give shelter against
the wi nd. However, staying overnight in a natural park is nost probably

pr ohi bi t ed.

Qur map was M chelin's Espafia, Islas Canarias, and the site guide Tony
Clarke's and David Collins' A Birdwatchers' Guide to The Canary |sl ands.

W used a Garmin GPS 12 for recording sites and routes. The datum below is
WES 84, the latitude and | ongitude are in degrees (- stand for western

| ongi tudes), arrival tinmes are Geenwich normal tinme. If you find these
GPS information useful, | would appreciate receiving simlar data fromyou
on other sites on Atlantic Islands and Southern |Iberia. Conments on the
occurrence of wild Hel neted Gui neafow on Fuerteventura are al so wel coned.

Kari Karhu (kari.karhu@itu.fi)

(* acceptable record of a new taxon to ne)

Pl aya del Bajo de |a Burra along the road from Corralejo to M ani cho

- take a dirty road just north of Corralejo bus termnal which is on the

western side of the main road to the harbor (Puerto de Corral ejo)
28. 744499004, -13.9150912408, 29-NOV-01 17:29



Egretta garzetta, 1

Aredea cinerea, 1

Pl atal ea | eucorodia, 3 (one with |ight blue rings on both |egs)

Nuneni us phaeopus, 1

Char adri us dubius, 2

Larus argentatus atlantis or Larus mchahellis atlantis (ny
preference), 7 (not nentioned |later on since was found during al nbst every
coastal stop)

Puerto de Corralejo

- rough shore in front of the northernnost buildings near Dunas C ub hote
29- NOV- 01

* Burr hi nus oedicnenus insularum 2 calling well after sunset, were al so
seen in the light of full noon (there was at |least 1 also 03-DEC 01)

La Aiva
- just south of the village, take the old road running along FV-10 and try
to find tracks ascending the slopes of Mntafia Aiva
28. 608398438, -13.9518750552, 30-NOV-01 10:03

But eo buteo insularum 1 (standing on a small danping pl ace)

Al ectoris barbara, 2 (running on the plain road)

Ant hus berthelotii berthelotii, 8 (not nentioned |later on due to the
ubi quity of the species)

Corvus corax tingitanus, 2 (was nmuch commoner than in Tenerife a year
earlier)
28.611627817, -13.9388019685, 30-NOV-01 11:05

Cenant he oenant he, 2
* Fal co tinnuncul us dacotiae, 1

Ti ndaya
- take off fromFV-10 just north of the northern junction to the village
and foll ow what resebles a track towards an abondened house near the hil
to the west
28. 593115211, -13.9699585084, 30-NOV-01 11:20

Upupa epops, 1
* Lani us excubitor koenigi or Lanius neridionalis koenigi (ny
pref erence), 2
* Cal andrel |l a rufescens pol atzeki, 4 (singing nostly on the ground -
very difficult to |l ocate due to the w nd)

Las Parcel as (as signposted, on the maps Col onia de Garcia Escéanez)
- the southbound track starting at the sharp right curve of the road to
Los Molinos is the only advisable access to the reservoir
28. 525266051, -14.0410102252, 30-NOV-01 12:45
* Fal co peregrinus pel egrinoides or Falco pel egrinoides (ny preference),
1 (hunting feral doves w thout success)

Neophron percnopterus, 2 (hanging on the western hills)

Enbal se de Los Molinos (see al so 01-DEC-01)
- leave the car at the dam al though the fence can be opened - the road
di sperses quickly
28. 505868316, -14.0285272244, 30-NOV-01 13:55
Tadorna ferruginea, 4 (apparently two pairs)
Fulica atra, 30 (identified froma distance but nothing hinted towards
crested coots)



Tringa erythropus, 1
28. 486942649, -14.0161461476, 30-NOV-01 16: 29

H eraaetus pennatus, 1 (dark phase, glided southwards - perhaps on
m gration)

Corvus corax tingitanus, 1 (nobbing the eagle)

Saxi col a dacotiae, 2 (a pair at the rimof the barranco at the point
where a road descends towards the
sout hern end of the reservoir)
* Buchanet es git hagi neus amantum 2 (100 netres fromthe parking pl ace
towards the nearest goat farm

Los Mblinos
- near the ridiculous bridge over nothing
30- NOv-01
Egretta garzetta, 1 (not nmentioned later on - single individuals in
nost noi st pl aces)
Anas platyrrhynchos, 1

El Cotillo
- take the obvious track to the beach and drive slowy in the dawn
st oppi ng every now and t hen
28.641614914, -14.0164572839, 01-DEC-01 07:52
* Chl anmydoti s undata fuertaventurae, 1 (near small brown ruins)
01- DEC- 01
Pluvialis squatarola, 1
Char adri us al exandrinus, 2
Larus marinus, 1 (adult in a small pool in the harbor at close range)
Sylvia conspicillata, 1 (singing in one of the two creeks reaching the
track)

The road FV-416 between Valle de Sta Inés and Antigua
28. 442997336, -14.0247131232, 01-DEC-01 10: 30

Pterocles orientalis, 12 (stopped for a while near the road during
apparent daily flight to or froma drinking place)

Ti scamani t a
28.361045122, -14.0325237159, 01-DEC-01 11:07

But eo buteo insularum 1 (sitting on a high voltage |ine post)

Fal co tinnuncul us dacotiae, 2 (a pair hunting lizards under palmtrees
near the road)

Paj ar a
- search the barranco and the parks (the nost flourishing on the island)
28. 350525498, -14.1070623044, 01-DEC-01 11:44
But eo buteo insularum 3 (hanging on the northeastern hill)
Corvus corax tingitanus, 4 (anong the buzzards)
Erit hacus rubecul a rubecul a, 4
Sylvia conspicillata, 1 (singing in the barranco)
* Parus caerul eus degener or Parus degener (ny preference), 2 (on palm
trees near the main bridge)
Phyl | oscopus collybita, 2 (silent birds of unknown subspeci es)
Passer hispaniolensis, 30 (near the only working w nd-operated well)

Paj ar a- Mezguez



- a huge farmwith what can bearly called as greenhouses on both sides of
the road FV-621
28. 358625770, -14.1228873376, 01-DEC-01 12:59

Saxi col a dacotiae, 2 (a pair)

Barranco de Ajyu
- search the probably largest forest |like habitat on the island north of
t he road
01- DEC- 01
Turdus philonel os, 7
Erit hacus rubecul a rubecul a, 2
Sylvia conspicillata, 4

Puerto de | a Peia
01- DEC- 01

Colunmba livia, 30 (nost tickable rock doves in and near the cave at
the end of the well posted path beginning at the north end of the beach)

Enbal se de Los Molinos (see al so 30- NOV-01)

Tadorna ferrugi nea, 4

But eo buteo insularum 1 (eating in the mdst of goats what m ght have
been a newborn kid)
*? Num da neleagris, 11 (4 adults and 7 juveniles at |arge but
suspiciously close to a farmw th turkeys)

Fulica atra, 30

Tringa erythropus, 2

Actitis hypol eucos, 1

Buchanet es githagi neus anmantum 3 (m dway the dam and the village)

La diva
01- DEC- 01
Passer hispaniolensis, 70 (near the nuseum
* Acant hi s cannabi na harterti, 40 (near the nuseum

Corral ej o
- the dunes
28.671483994, -13.8330907468, 02-DEC-01 09: 04
Pl atal ea | eucorodia, 1
Char adri us dubius, 2
Calidris alba, 5
Nunmeni us phaeopus, 1
Pluvialis squatarola, 1
Li nosa | apponica, 1
St erna sandvi chensis, 3
Arenaria interpres, 1
Lanius neridionalis koenigi, 1

La Lajita
- the nouth of the barranco
28.174062967, -14.1975546721, 02-DEC-01 11:09
Phoeni curus ochruros, 1
Motacilla alba, 1
Lani us neridionalis koenigi, 1
Calidris alba, 40
Calidris alpina, 4



Arenaria interpres, 1
Nurmeni us phaeopus, 1
Pluvialis squatarola, 10
Li nosa | apponica, 3
Actitis hypol euca, 1
Charadrius hiaticula, 4

El Jable
- along the road FV-605 from Matas Bl ancos to La Pared, turn left at the
si gnpost Puebl o del Mar and be careful to turn |eft again after 50 netres
onto a rough track which passes a fence and take right towards the
northern end of the |arge barranco just when the main track begins to
clinmb the hille on the left side
28.191025257, -14.2330027465, 02-DEC-01 12:14

Cursorius cursor, 7 (anong snmall bushes as the other birds too)

Pterocles orientalis, 2

Chl anydoti s undata fuertaventurae, 1

Cal andrel |l a rufescens pol atzeki, 5

Habl e del Corriones
- just before hotels there is a southbound sandy track from where you can
ni cely approach the | agoon in the afternoon but be prepeared to nasty
comments fromnaturists that abound on the beach behind
28. 134950995, -14.2485059146, 02-DEC-01 17:07

St erna sandvi chensis, 5

Calidris alba, 80

Calidris al pina, 10

Char adri us al exandrinus, 70

Charadrius hiaticula, 40

Nuneni us phaeopus, 2

Pluvialis squatarola, 10

Pluvialis apricaria, 1

Li nrosa | apponica, 7

Ant hus pratensis, 1

Pl aya de Sotavento
- along the main road FV-2
02- DEC- 01
Pl atal ea | eucorodia, 4 (flying northwards)

Isla de | os Lobos
- if and only if it's lowtide you can walk fromthe harbour westwards and
around the peak following all the tine the seashore but be prepared to
clinb on unstable | ava rocks occasionally
03- DEC- 01

Pandi on haliaetus, 1 (eating fish on the seashore and staying on the
island al so | ater on)

St erna sandvi chensis, 3

Charadrius hiaticula, 7

Numeni us phaeopus, 6

Pluvialis squatarola, 10

Li nrosa | apponica, 8

Tringa nebularia, 3

Actitis hypol eucos, 2

Arenaria interpres, 1



Colunba livia, 6
Sylvia conspicillata, 4 (on the central plateau)



