South India

December 20 2009-January 10 2010

Introduction

Thi s wa sthirRBuipte India@ s d Ni |. Afier@aving bouglst the plane tickets

in July 2009 we began an enail correspondence with Kalypso Adventures, a company that
have beerhighlyrecommended in many trip reports. Wgoon understood that using them
would be very expensive compared to arranging everything on our own, and they were not
interested in customizing the trip according to our wishes concerning cheaper hotels
(despite saying so on their web page), why we dedde try it on our own. This turned out

to be an excellent decision, which we never regretted.

Birding this part of Indiao n 0 n e {® sasycamda true pkasure: people are friendly
and helpful, it iseasy to get to all of the hotspotst is possible to use the service of good
local bird guidesat the main hotspots and the birding igxciting with many endemic bird
species. Al in all we saw 23®ird species We sawa fantastic 25 out of 28 Southern India
endemic bird species and racksand 8 out of ¥ Western Ghats and Sri Lankan endemics
When it comes to the timing of the trip some of thiecal bird guides we met suggested
that the secondhalf of January is a bettdime, because then many species have started
breeding, and the possibiliés for taking good pictures are better

We flew with Lufthansa from Gothenburg to Bangedoreturn ticket, which cost 1800
Swedish kronor for the both of us. The vsaeeded costl440 Swedish kronofor the both
of us.

'Two of the three speci es YellosthrahiedBufbul(we Sed i to beea tod loryn ® t
detour to go to Bodi Ghat for one speciesind Broadtailed Grassbirdlmanaged to forget about it when we
were in Munnar).Nilgiri Thrushis possible at Cairnhill Forest, Ooty, but we were not lucky

2We di d rBRakthreated Munia a species others have seen @abp Slip Bodi Ghat,Rajamalaiand
Thattekad



Places visited

We arrived to Bangalore International Airport (BIADR.30 in the morning the 20" of
December From there we took a bus (BIAS 09) to Kempegowda Bus Station downtown,
which took about 45 minutes (140 Reer person). From there we continued with a
comfortable Volvo Airvath bus to Mysore Subuf@Gentral Bus Stand, which took two and a
half hours (240 Rs per person).

Mysore/Ranganathittu

December 2621, January-8

Mysore isan exciting and interesting city, why we returnéalit and spent two more days
there by the end of our trip. We arrived to Mysoren a Sunday morning, which turned out
to be a real hit since the beautiflMysore palace light show is on Sunday eveningsom
Mysore we took a taxi tthe temple site Somnathpuyra place well worth visiting

From Mysoreit is 19 kilometresto Ranganathittu. We wenthere by a taxi arranged athe

hotel (750 Rs), but it ixlose enough for taking a cheaguto-rickshaw. Ranganathittu is
pretty small place, but it kept us busy for three and a half hours. Taking a boat trip (500 Rs
for foreignersfor a private boak is highly recommended since this is a good way of getting
very close to the birdsSome of the interesting species seen leewere /ndian Grey
Hornbill, Spotbilled Pelican Great Thickkneeand River Tern Greyheaded Fish Eagles
possible here, but according to people we spoke with only one bird was in the area at the
time of our visit.
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River Tern n G Thickknee

The last day of the trigJanuary 9we wentby autorickshawto a marsh (Dalawahi Kere
2 shown on Google mapsa few kilometressouth of the city, dcated wet of the road
towards Ooty and MudumalaiSome of the interesting species seen here wé&ketailed
Beeeater Spotted Owlet Red AvadavaPurple Swamphemand Rednaped 1bis

The first two nightsin Mysore (December 2621) we stayed in The Green Hdtelvhich we
had prebooked via enail without having to pay in advanc&Ve paid2950 Rs for a serni
deluxe ramm in the garden. It was anice place to stay, especially the garden and the
restaurant there, but theroom standard wasvery simpleand did not match the price.
Therefore we decided to stay @omfort Inn, VyshaRwhen we returned to Mysore the"®f
January (near Suburb Bus Stand his hotel had opened in November 2009, and the room

%1 Swedish Krona=6,5 Rs
* http://www.greenhotelindia.com/
® E-mail: comfortinn.vyshak@gmail.com



we stayed in was veryood with A/C and a comfortable be@nd defnitely worth the 1700
Rs we pai. The restaurant in the hotel servedntasticfood!

From Mysre we went by taxhe 90 kilometresto Mudumalai NP, which took three hours.
We arranged theaxi trip through one of the auteickshaw driversand it cost us only 900

Rs with an Indicar (it would have cost us the double if we had booked through the hotel
travel agency).

Mudumalai NP
December 225

We spent four meme
rabledays in Mudumalai
NP in the surroundings
of Forest Hills Farm &
Guest House, close to
the more famous Jungle
Hut. When we arrivedo
the guest housewe were
hit by terrible news? a :
French woman had been}
killed by an elephantat
Viboothimalai close to
the guest house in
Augusf, why the
authorities had pre
hibited tourists from 3 \ ‘
walking in the jungle. Bluewinged Leafbird
Because of this most

of the birding wasdone by walking along rds betweerfForest Hills and the small village

of Bokkapuramand around Jungle Hut. With th&elp of bird guide Siddha(tel.nr. 944 38

57985), who worked at Jungle Hut, we managed to fisome of our targetspecies i.e.

Malabar larkand Greyheaded BulbulThe birding was generally slow, but the scenery was
fantastic and we saw some really good speci¢sdian Vulture Rufousbellied EagleBrown

Fish Ow| Crested Treeswift Malabar Whistling Thrush Ty t | er ®s | LMNlgri War b
Flycatcher White-bellied FlycatcherBluethroated Flycatcherindian Blue Robip White-

browed Fantajl Indian Scimitar BabblerL o t e n ® s an® Asiarb FairydBluebirdThere

are a couple of important t ¥elowglegoed Bupfonquaie s her
White-rumped Shamg White-naped Woodpeckerand Bluebearded Beeatel’.

® http://www.thehindu.com/2009/08/15/stories/2009081550750100.htm

7100 Rs per person and hour

8 We searched for this species in the area behind Jungle Mith thick bamboo thicketswhere Siddha said it
is possible but rare

°® We tried for this species with Siddha in the right hadiif open dry areas with scattered trees, biuad no
luck

0'We searched for this species in the area behind Jungle it thick bamboo thicketswhere Siddia said
it is possible but rare



We stayed five nights at Forest Hills Farm & Guest Holise Bokkapuram, which we pre
booked via email without having to pay in advance. We paid astronomic 5500 Rs per day
for the Tree House including three meals per dayhe accommodation was very Spartan
but the food was superb, staff excellent and the atrpbgre great. The nearest neighbour
was Jungle Hut and we were allowed to walk around in their garden. From what we saw
Forest Hills is a better option compared to Jungle Hut, especially the scenery is better at
Forest Hills, and there is a nice watchtoweverlooking the mountains.

a/abar Parakeet Brown hr/ke

From Mudumalai it is possible to take a day trip to the Hindu temple site of Gopalaswamy
Betta, 42 kilometres from Masinagudi, which we unfortunately never did. At Gopalaswamy
Betta the following species are possibl&ainted Bush QuajlJungle Bush QuailBarred
Buttonquail Oriental Skylark Tawny Lark Ashycrowned Sparrovark and Jer don ®s
Bushlark

Malabar Lark

Ooty

December 2628

We had planned to continue tand stay overnight irDoty the 28' of December. We called
several hotels the night before, but every hotel was full. Because of this we decided to stay
an extra night at Forest Hills Farm & Guest House, but to go over the day to Ooty. We took
a taxi to Masinagudi (150 Rs), and from therelacal busto Ooty (20 Rs). After having
booked a room for the coming night at Regency Vilfas hotel situated within walking

Yhttp://www.foresthillsindia.com/
2 http://www. nivalink.com/regencyvilas/index.html



