
 
 

 

Introduction 

This was Robert®s third trip to India and Nilla®s first. After having bought the plane tickets 
in July 2009, we began an e-mail correspondence with Kalypso Adventures, a company that 
have been highly recommended in many trip reports. We soon understood that using them 
would be very expensive compared to arranging everything on our own, and they were not 
interested in customizing the trip according to our wishes concerning cheaper hotels 
(despite saying so on their web page), why we decided to try it on our own. This turned out 
to be an excellent decision, which we never regretted. 
     Birding this part of India on one®s own is easy and a true pleasure: people are friendly 
and helpful, it is easy to get to all of the hotspots, it is possible to use the service of good 
local bird guides at the main hotspots and the birding is exciting with many endemic bird 
species. All in all we saw 238 bird species. We saw a fantastic 25 out of 28 Southern India 
endemic bird species and races1, and 8 out of 92 Western Ghats and Sri Lankan endemics. 
When it comes to the timing of the trip some of the local bird guides we met suggested 
that the second half of January is a better time, because then many species have started 
breeding, and the possibilities for taking good pictures are better.  
     We flew with Lufthansa from Gothenburg to Bangalore return ticket, which cost 16 700 
Swedish kronor for the both of us. The visas needed cost 1440 Swedish kronor for the both 
of us.  

                                                      
1 Two of the three species we didn®t see we didn®t try for: Yellow-throated Bulbul (we felt it to be a too long 
detour to go to Bodi Ghat for one species) and Broad-tailed Grassbird (managed to forget about it when we 
were in Munnar). Nilgiri Thrush is possible at Cairnhill Forest, Ooty, but we were not lucky 
2 We didn®t see Black-throated Munia, a species others have seen at Top Slip, Bodi Ghat, Rajamalai and 
Thattekad 



Places visited 

We arrived to Bangalore International Airport (BIAL) 02.30 in the morning the 20th of 
December. From there we took a bus (BIAS 09) to Kempegowda Bus Station downtown, 
which took about 45 minutes (140 Rs3 per person).  From there we continued with a 
comfortable Volvo Airvath bus to Mysore Suburb/Central Bus Stand, which took two and a 
half hours (240 Rs per person). 
 
Mysore/Ranganathittu 
December 20-21, January 8-9 
Mysore is an exciting and interesting city, why we returned to it and spent two more days 
there by the end of our trip. We arrived to Mysore on a Sunday morning, which turned out 
to be a real hit since the beautiful Mysore palace light show is on Sunday evenings. From 
Mysore we took a taxi to the temple site Somnathpur, a place well worth visiting. 
 
From Mysore it is 19 kilometres to Ranganathittu. We went there by a taxi arranged at the 
hotel (750 Rs), but it is close enough for taking a cheap auto-rickshaw. Ranganathittu is a 
pretty small place, but it kept us busy for three and a half hours. Taking a boat trip (500 Rs 
for foreigners for a private boat) is highly recommended since this is a good way of getting 
very close to the birds. Some of the interesting species seen here were Indian Grey 
Hornbill, Spot-billed Pelican, Great Thick-knee and River Tern. Grey-headed Fish Eagle is 
possible here, but according to people we spoke with only one bird was in the area at the 
time of our visit. 
 

  
                                   River Tern                                                                     Great Thick-knee 
 

     The last day of the trip (January 9) we went by auto-rickshaw to a marsh (Dalawahi Kere 
² shown on Google maps) a few kilometres south of the city, located west of the road 
towards Ooty and Mudumalai. Some of the interesting species seen here were Blue-tailed 
Bee-eater, Spotted Owlet, Red Avadavat, Purple Swamphen and Red-naped Ibis.  
 
The first two nights in Mysore (December 20-21) we stayed in The Green Hotel4, which we 
had pre-booked via e-mail without having to pay in advance. We paid 2950 Rs for a semi-
deluxe room in the garden. It was a nice place to stay, especially the garden and the 
restaurant there, but the room standard was very simple and did not match the price. 
Therefore we decided to stay in Comfort Inn, Vyshak5 when we returned to Mysore the 8th of 
January (near Suburb Bus Stand). This hotel had opened in November 2009, and the room 

                                                      
3 1 Swedish Krona=6,5 Rs 
4 http://www.greenhotelindia.com/ 
5 E-mail: comfortinn.vyshak@gmail.com 



we stayed in was very good with A/C and a comfortable bed and definitely worth the 1700 
Rs we paid. The restaurant in the hotel served fantastic food!  
 
From Mysore we went by taxi the 90 kilometres to Mudumalai NP, which took three hours. 
We arranged the taxi trip through one of the auto-rickshaw drivers and it cost us only 900 
Rs with an Indicar (it would have cost us the double if we had booked through the hotel 
travel agency).  
 
Mudumalai NP   
December 22-25 
We spent four memo-
rable days in Mudumalai 
NP in the surroundings 
of Forest Hills Farm & 
Guest House, close to 
the more famous Jungle 
Hut. When we arrived to 
the guest house we were 
hit by terrible news ² a 
French woman had been 
killed by an elephant at 
Viboothimalai close to 
the guest house in 
August6, why the 
authorities had pro-
hibited tourists from                                                 
walking in the jungle.                                                 Blue-winged Leafbird 
Because of this most  
of the birding was done by walking along roads between Forest Hills and the small village 
of Bokkapuram and around Jungle Hut. With the help of bird guide Siddha7 (tel.nr. 944 38 
57 985), who worked at Jungle Hut, we managed to find some of our target species, i.e. 
Malabar Lark and Grey-headed Bulbul. The birding was generally slow, but the scenery was 
fantastic and we saw some really good species: Indian Vulture, Rufous-bellied Eagle, Brown 
Fish Owl, Crested Treeswift, Malabar Whistling Thrush, Tytler®s Leaf Warbler, Nilgiri 
Flycatcher, White-bellied Flycatcher, Blue-throated Flycatcher, Indian Blue Robin, White-
browed Fantail, Indian Scimitar Babbler, Loten®s Sunbird and Asian Fairy Bluebird. There 
are a couple of important target species here that we didn®t see: Yellow-legged Buttonquail, 
White-rumped Shama8, White-naped Woodpecker 9 and Blue-bearded Bee-eater10

.  
 

     
 
 
 

                                                      
6 http://www.thehindu.com/2009/08/15/stories/2009081550750100.htm 
7 100 Rs per person and hour 
8 We searched for this species in the area behind Jungle Hut, with thick bamboo thickets, where Siddha said it 
is possible but rare 
9 We tried for this species with Siddha in the right habitat, open dry areas with scattered trees, but had no 
luck 
10 We searched for this species in the area behind Jungle Hut, with thick bamboo thickets, where Siddha said 
it is possible but rare 



We stayed five nights at Forest Hills Farm & Guest House11 in Bokkapuram, which we pre-
booked via e-mail without having to pay in advance. We paid astronomic 5500 Rs per day 
for the Tree House including three meals per day. The accommodation was very Spartan, 
but the food was superb, staff excellent and the atmosphere great. The nearest neighbour 
was Jungle Hut and we were allowed to walk around in their garden. From what we saw 
Forest Hills is a better option compared to Jungle Hut, especially the scenery is better at 
Forest Hills, and there is a nice watchtower overlooking the mountains.  
 

  
                         Malabar Parakeet                                                             Brown Shrike 
 

From Mudumalai it is possible to take a day trip to the Hindu temple site of Gopalaswamy 
Betta, 42 kilometres from Masinagudi, which we unfortunately never did. At Gopalaswamy 
Betta the following species are possible: Painted Bush Quail, Jungle Bush Quail, Barred 
Buttonquail, Oriental Skylark, Tawny Lark, Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark and Jerdon®s 
Bushlark. 
 

  
                Yellow-wattled Lapwing                                                          Malabar Lark 
 

Ooty    
December 26-28 
We had planned to continue to and stay overnight in Ooty the 26th of December. We called 
several hotels the night before, but every hotel was full. Because of this we decided to stay 
an extra night at Forest Hills Farm & Guest House, but to go over the day to Ooty. We took 
a taxi to Masinagudi (150 Rs), and from there a local bus to Ooty (20 Rs). After having 
booked a room for the coming night at Regency Villas12, a hotel situated within walking 

                                                      
11 http://www.foresthillsindia.com/ 
12 http://www.nivalink.com/regencyvilas/index.html 


